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MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!
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“The very first Easter taught us that life never ends, and love never dies.”
KATE MCGAHAN

The Son of 
God came into 
this world in 
the Person of 
Jesus not to 
live but to die, 
and then TO 
RISE FROM 
THE DEAD.

Christmas 
celebrates 
the Word of 

God being made flesh. Good Friday 
commemorates Jesus’ death on the 
cross. Easter celebrates that Love is 
stronger than death. Christ is risen! Light 
triumphs over darkness.

In light of this Christian truth, HAPPY 
EASTER to you and your loved ones.

May our Easter liturgies be reverent 
and joyful, and may our hearts be filled 
with God’s grace. The Easter season is 
always a reminder of the HOPE we have 
in Christ the Lord. Yes, the world needs 
hope today amidst so much despair and 
angst. We need hope. We need faith. 
We need love.

Scripture scholar N.T. Wright said, 
“Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of 
God’s new project not to snatch people 
away from earth but to colonize earth 
with the life of heaven. That, after all, is 
what the Lord’s Prayer is about.”

What is God’s gift to us through the Son? 
Life. This life is more than biological 
life. The life Jesus gives us is grace; 
supernatural life. Sadly, far too many 
folks settle for merely biological life, as if 
we human beings were only a squirrel, a 
rabbit, or a donkey.

We are made in the image and likeness 
of God. We contain a divine spark. The 
human person is an embodied soul. We 
take care of our physical bodies, yes, 
but we also must nurture our soul. Jesus 
gives us everything we need to nurture 
our soul. We must avail ourselves of 
these spiritual gifts, and the primary gift 
of nourishment is the Eucharist.

The Resurrection of Jesus is the hinge of 
our faith. No resurrection. No Christianity. 
The truth of the resurrection invites us 

to see there is life beyond bodily death. 
This should wake us up so that we live for 
a love that transcends this world. We live 
for the greater glory of God. The things 
of this world are passing away, but the 
LIFE Jesus gives is eternal. This is GOOD 
NEWS!

EASTER GIFTS

No question, Christmas was the holiday 
I looked forward to as a young boy. The 
Christmas tree couldn’t be erected and 
decorated fast enough. Our home in 
Berwyn took on a special charm. My 
mom would be playing her favorite 
Christmas songs. To this day, every time 
I hear “The Little Drummer Boy,” I can’t 
help but remember my mom.

And, of course, my siblings and I would 
anticipate the gifts we’d be getting.

Something, however, changes over time 
if we are spiritually maturing. Christmas is 
great, but the Easter story takes on more 
and more prominence as we age. In 
reality, Christmas and Easter are directly 
connected. The wood of the manger 
prepares the way for the wood of the 
cross. The baby king is one day crowned 
with thorns and crucified. Jesus’ death 
paves the way for resurrection.

Jesus has given us the gift of His life. 
“This is my Body given up for you.” He 
dies so we might have life, and have life 
in abundance. If we share in His cross, we 
are promised to share in His resurrection. 
The gift of faith helps us to see through 
the cross to new life. We need no longer 
fear bodily death.

Death is not an end but a door. Death 
is not something to be avoided, but 
something to be prepared for in the here 
and now.

St. John Vianney wrote, “Let us not put 
off till the end of our life the care that we 
ought daily to take of our soul. Let us 
labor while there is yet time.”

Everything we need for our salvation is 
present to us in and through the Church. 
She is the sacrament of salvation. 
People who say, “I don’t need religion. 
I’m spiritual,” have lost sight of the 
concrete, intimate way Jesus makes 

Himself present in this world. It dismisses 
the reality of Jesus’ Paschal Mystery 
(His suffering, death, resurrection, and 
ascension). 

The English word religion comes from 
a Latin word that means “to bind; to 
connect.” This should make us go, 
“Hmmm!” The purpose of authentic 
religion is to bind or to connect divinity 
and humanity; heaven and earth. God 
the Father does this in the Person of 
Jesus, the Christ, who is the Mediator.

The horizontal dimension of earth 
intersects with the vertical dimension of 
heaven in the CROSS of Jesus. The Son 
of God and Son of man dies so that we 
might have life. And the life he gives is 
available to us now. All of the sacraments 
of the Church are avenues of God’s life-
giving grace.

This is why we are baptized. This is why 
we are confirmed. This is why we receive 
the Eucharist. This is why we make use 
of the sacrament of reconciliation and 
anointing of the sick. It’s why we have 
the sacraments of Holy Orders and 
Matrimony.

The sacraments are not magic but 
mystery. God doesn’t need them. We 
need them.

All this comes into play because of the 
resurrection of Jesus. We sing Alleluia 
from a place of deep faith. The Lord 
summons us out of any lukewarmness 
into the fire of His love. If we live in 
cooperation with the Holy Spirit, then we 
find ourselves filled with joy. Joy is a fruit 
of life in the Spirit.

We do not celebrate a lie on Easter. We 
celebrate the truth of the resurrection; 
the resurrection of the One Who is the 
way, and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through 
Him.

Thank you for celebrating Easter with 
us. Thank you for your generosity on this 
special day. May the good Lord be with 
you always, and may you never stray too 
far from the Good Shepherd. He leads 
us to green pastures. He refreshes our 
souls. Amen!
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Sunday, April 9th
THE RESURRECTION  OF THE LORD | THE MASS OF EASTER DAY
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)

Monday, April 10th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for David Sarlitto - Birthday 
(Mary Sarlitto)
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for the Tomassini Family
† Lori O’Connor (Sister)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
Tuesday, April 11th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Paula Kirsten (Ann Robertson)
† Nick Biozios (Janina)
Wednesday, April 12th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
For the Souls in Purgatory
For vocations to the Priesthood
† Kathy Calcagno (Family)
Thursday, April 13th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Marie Peceniak (Ann Robertson)
† Avise Tomlin (Barbara Rendak)
Friday, April 14th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
For the living and deceased members of the Sokolowski Family 
(Fox Family)
† James O’Brien (O’Brien Family)
† Charles DeLauriea (Lorraine, wife)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF APRIL 9 - APRIL 14

Saturday, April 15th
8:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Patricia Binewicz (Isabel Savage)
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Ceferino & Fidel Parra (Almendarez Family)
† Irene Parra (Almendarez Family)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
† Louise Leahy (Family)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Marianna Buss (Daughter)
† Edward Buss (Daughter)
† John Buz (Sister)
† Andre Valles (Valles Family)
Sunday, April 16th
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Deceased members of the Schramm Family (Family)
† Claude Wiatrak (Clara, wife)
† Elaine Hilliard (Family & Friends)
† Rafael Alvarez (Family)
† Richard Gordon Wojcik
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Thomas Murray (Family)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
† Ben P. & Estelle Shafer (Ben & Judy Shafer)
† Dawn Bodoki (Mom & Dad)
† Andres Valles (Valles)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Frank Scalamonti (Patricia Vereecke)
† Marianna Buss (Daughter)
† Edward Buss (Daughter)
† John Buz (Sister)

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call the parish office to add or remove a name.

LET US PRAY

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*



FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
“Things are not 
always what 
they seem.” 
Although this 
statement 
might sound 
a bit cliched, 
it is a healthy 
reminder not 
to be hasty 
in judging 
circumstances, 
favorably or 

unfavorably. In a number of encounters 
with Jesus, be it His Apostles, 
individuals whom He meets during His 
evangelization, or various leaders, some 
are quick to judge Jesus or His actions 
only later to learn that there is more 
to Him and His public ministry than 
what first appears, that “things are not 
always what they seem.” Other people, 
such as the Nicodemus, who meets 
Jesus privately near the beginning of 
His public ministry and later returns to 
assist with His burial, (John 3; 9); the 
Samaritan Woman, the Man Born Blind; 
and Sts. Martha and Mary, about whom 
we heard on the Sundays before Palm 
Sunday, will converse with Christ and 
demonstrate openness and honesty 
toward Him. “Things are not always what 
they seem,” characterizes our Savior’s 
Passion, Death, and Resurrection. What 
appears to be the victory of evil and 
the heights of disappointment through 
Jesus’ trial, unjust conviction, and 
Crucifixion, are reversed, transformed 
into a transcendent occasion of victory 
for God and humanity in Jesus’ rising 
from the dead, newly alive.

At the beginning of St. Matthew’s 
account of Jesus’ Resurrection, the 
scene of a tomb appears ordinary with 
the exception of the guards who are 
present. Suddenly, the scene changes 
drastically: “And behold, there was 
a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven, 

approached, rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it. His appearance was like 
lightning and his clothing was white 
as snow. The guards were shaken with 
fear of him and became like dead men. 
Then the angel said to the women in 
reply, ‘Do not be afraid! I know that 
you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He 
is not here, for he has been raised just 
as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples, “He has been raised from 
the dead, and he is going before you 
to Galilee; there you will see him.”’” 
(Matthew 28:2-7) There is something 
happening, something different about 
Jesus’ Death. What appears tragic, His 
humiliating Crucifixion, yet ordinary, the 
burial of the Son’s Body in a tomb on 
Good Friday is now beginning to include 
extraordinary events, chief among them 
the appearance and message of the 
Angel of the Lord. This is the first inkling 
that Jesus’ death is not what it seems to 
be.

A second example of “things not always 
being what they seem to be” occurs 
as St. Mary Magdalene, “the other 
Mary,” and the faithful women with 
them, collectively called, “the Myrrh-
Bearing Women,” among Eastern 
Christians, depart from Jesus’ tomb 
and follow the Angel’s instructions. St. 
Matthew portrays these early apostles 
of the Resurrection as moving earnestly 
until they encounter the risen Lord: 
“Then they went away quickly from the 
tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran 
to announce this to his disciples. And 
behold, Jesus met them on their way 
and greeted them. They approached, 
embraced his feet, and did him homage. 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me.’” 
(Matthew 28:8-10)

Several crucial details characterize 
this utterly stunning and unexpected 

meeting. The Myrrh-Bearing Women 
recognize Jesus and are not frightened 
of Him; He is not hideous or disfigured, 
despite the scourging and crucifixion, 
which He has undergone. The first 
signs of the resurrected life, which 
Jesus foretells during His preaching, 
are now being revealed. The Savior’s 
resurrected Body is the pattern of what 
ours will be: human in appearance, not 
that of another creature, yet healed 
and renewed. Jesus is approachable, 
not repulsive. Additionally, unlike the 
typical portrayal of mummies or zombies 
in horror films and shows, Jesus is fully 
cognizant and conversant with those 
who approach Him. Neither is the Savior 
some kind of ghost. Notice, the holy 
women “embraced his feet.” These 
are just the first indications after the 
Resurrection that what appears to be the 
end of Jesus, when He dies in His human 
nature and His Body is buried, are not 
Jesus’ obliteration from existence or His 
passing into oblivion. No, Jesus is alive!

One last element of St. Matthew’s 
account of Jesus’ Resurrection, a feature, 
which also pertains to “things not always 
being what they seem to be,” is the 
calming direction first by the Angel of 
the Lord and then from the risen Christ: 
“Do not be afraid.” (Matthew 28:5, 
10) These are the first recorded words 
spoken after Jesus’ Resurrection and 
they are His first words as well; thus, they 
are worthy of our attention.

What we believe and pray: How do I 
respond to God when believing in Him 
and following Him seems hopeless or 
pointless?
What to stop doing, sins to avoid: 
Resisting the Holy Spirit and not 
following God because of fear.
What to do: With God’s grace, stop 
being rash and anxious and realize that 
“Things are not always what they seem.”

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS
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OUR SEVENTH AND EIGHT GRADE STUDENTS LED THE 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS LAST WEEK IN PREPARATION FOR THE 

CELEBRATION OF EASTER.

STUDENTS LED THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING THE DAY 
FOR THE ST. SYMPHOROSA STUDENT BODY AND IN THE EVENING 

FOR FAMILIES AND PARISHIONERS.
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FAITH FORMATION



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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