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He said to them, “Come after me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.”

Matthew 4:19
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KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director

MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
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Communications Coordinator

IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant

PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator

DAVID BOYLE | EXT. 225
Director of Music

DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist

MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor
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KATHY BERRY
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6949 West 63rd Place
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MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!



“Do not be afraid. Do not be satisfied with mediocrity. Put out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch.”  ST. JOHN PAUL II

An old friend 
called me a 
few weeks ago 
right around 
the time Pope 
Benedict 
XVI died. 
Our phone 
conversation 
drifted into 
the realm of 
our past few 
popes. She 
offered some 

brief opinions of John Paul II, Benedict 
XVI and Francis. This was interesting 
because this person has not engaged 
the faith in decades, and the only 
information she would have received 
about these three popes would be 
through the standard news media or 
what other people said to her about 
these popes.

As a side note, John XXIII, Paul VI and 
John Paul I didn’t get a mention.

I could tell she liked John Paul II, 
didn’t like Benedict XVI and, for the 
most part, liked Francis, but she wasn’t 
totally certain. I sat back and listened. 
I was tempted to ask, “Well, what do 
you think about Jesus? Thumbs up or 
thumbs down?” Thankfully, I restrained 
myself.

Welcome to our world of likes and 
dislikes; friending and unfriending.

Our second reading this Sunday 
challenges us to remember that Christ 
is the center of our faith. How easily 
we can forget this and then declare 
ourselves followers of some fellow 
human being; someone who has quirks 
and flaws just like each of us.

St. Paul gets at this temptation in his 
first letter to the Corinthians.

“For it has been reported to me about 
you, my brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s 
people, that there are rivalries among 
you. I mean that each of you is saying, 
‘I belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong to 
Apollos,’ or ‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I 
belong to Christ.’ Is Christ divided?”

The great UNIFIER of our faith is Jesus, 
the Christ, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord’s prayer to the Father 
is that we be one as he and the Father 

are One. Christ desires we remain in his 
love.

We as humans like to complicate 
things, and far too often, egos get in 
the way. Humility gets pushed aside in 
favor of pride. “Me first” over God first. 
Pretty soon we sound like the people 
of Corinth. “I belong to Fr. Pfleger. I 
belong to Bishop Barron. I belong to 
Fr. James Martin. I belong to Cardinal 
Raymond Burke.”

We’re reminded what Jesus said. 
“Follow me!”

Every pope, every bishop, every priest, 
every deacon, every religious brother 
or sister, every lay person must be 
a servant of the Lord. We ascent to 
Christ; he who is the way, and the truth, 
and the life. This is how we maintain 
authentic unity in the Church. We look 
FIRST to him and we call upon to Holy 
Spirit to guide us in truth and in love.

Of course, there is an Adversary at work 
who likes to play little devilish games. 
This Enemy’s goal is to separate us from 
God, separate us from each other, and 
separate us from our own self. Sadly, 
this Thing is doing a pretty good job 
today because so many have turned 
away from God, or grown distant from 
God. Hatred of the sacred fills in where 
love used to be. With the unifying love 
of God out of the picture, we create 
our selfish fortresses and prepare for 
battle. We find a “Them” to serve as 
scapegoat for all that ails this world; all 
the while that Thing cackles in perverse 
delight.

FAITH OVER FEAR

Friends, the near future might be 
challenging for us as intentional 
disciples of Jesus. We’re reminded, 
however, of the long litany of disciples 
spread out over 2,000 years who have 
also carried the flame of faith even 
during dark spiritual times. Jesus 
himself prepares us just as he prepared 
his first disciples so long ago when he 
said, “If the world hates you, realize 
that it hated me first.” He added, “If 
they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you.”

Things will happen in this world 
that will shake our faith, if our faith 
hasn’t already been shaken. We are 

challenged to drop our spiritual anchor 
in the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This firm 
grounding in Christ helps us stand firm 
amidst the fickle wind and waves of 
our day. This is not the time to cut and 
run and in search of some other safe 
harbor. The only safe harbor is Christ 
himself.

My core responsibility as pastor and 
as priest is the salvation of souls. How 
easy it can be for a pastor/priest to 
place temporal (earthly) goods above 
spiritual needs. We can find ourselves 
fretting over the future of buildings, 
property, and finances to the exclusion 
of the primacy of the spiritual life in 
parish life. All of our temporal goods 
are at the service of the spiritual life of 
the parish. One day our buildings will 
crumble. Money will be of no use. Love, 
however, lives on.

We are invited at this time and in this 
place to stand firm in faith; no matter 
if we like or don’t like a specific pope, 
cardinal, bishop, priest, deacon, 
religious brother or sister. Mother 
Church is guided and powered by 
the Holy Spirit. There have always 
been wolves in sheep’s clothing in the 
Church; those who seek to use the 
authority of the Church to advance their 
own personal agenda. We’re reminded 
and encouraged by all those within 
Mother Church who seek to do the 
Lord’s will by living the truth in love.

There have been holy men and women 
through the centuries who have done 
the Lord’s work, and there are men and 
women today doing the Lord’s work 
throughout the world. You and I are 
those men and women today called to 
be a light to the nations, and we each 
draw that light from the unifying love of 
Jesus, the Light of the world.

People today are hungry. Folks are 
desperately longing for authenticity. 
The glitz and glamour of the world 
doesn’t do it after a while. The buzz of a 
new technology weans only to expose 
a deeper thirst; a thirst no earthly river 
can fully quench. So many people have 
lost trust.

Thankfully, we have available to us the 
One we can trust … Jesus! You who 
make all things new. We place our trust 
in You. Inspire us. Guide us. Strengthen 
us.

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG



Saturday, December 21st
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Patricia Biniewicz (Dina Gnat)
† Donna Evans (Rose Roberts)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Frances Szumowski (Kolasinski Family)
† Bud & Doris Carpenter (Art & Katie Carpenter)
† Louis Gomez
Sunday, January 22nd
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Laura Sarlitto - Birthday 
(Mary Sarlitto)
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Patricia Biniewicz (Karen Walsh)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Vincent Salamendo (Terri & Dan Domarsky)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Jean Piotrowski)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Krysyna Dana (Daughter & Family)
† Frances Szumowski (Patricia Perepechko)
† Desaree Noceda (Barbara Rendak)

Monday, January 23rd | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Virginia Blazeniak (Barbara Rendak)
Tuesday, January 24th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Vince Procelli (Wife Judy)
Wednesday, January 25th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Anthony & Rose Bluiss (Kathy Calcagno)
Thursday, January 26th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Keith Fox (Fox Family & Friends)
Friday, January 27th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Penny Uram (Barbara Rendak)
† Estelle Cyrnek (Valerie)
† Lucille S. Shotas (Nancy Shotas) 
† Chalida Svastisalee (Valdepenas, Smets, & Svastisalee 
Families)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

LET US PRAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF JANUARY 21 - JANUARY 27

Saturday, January 28th
8:00 AM | St. René Goupil Church
† Richard Zilka (Marie Zilka)
† Janet Heitz (Marie Zilka)
† Eric J. Olson (Marie Zilka)
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Raymond Mancuso (Giuseppa Mancuso)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Adriana Colon (John & Nancy Garcia)
† Patrick Myers (John & Nancy Garcia)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Dominic Santucci (Art & Katie Carpenter)
Sunday, January 29th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Rev. Anthony Harte (Olaska Family)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Living & deceased members of the Simon Family (Family)
† Francisco Coronado, Sr. (Coronado Family)
† Lorraine Spry (A&R Society)
† Kathy Calcagno (Arlene Scaletta)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Albert J. Marks (Wife & Family)

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members.
Please call the parish office to add or remove a name.

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Domingo Battung III
Hichelle Battung
Dominic Battung
Hannah Battung
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Maxine Carey
Judy Carranza
Giovanni Carrigan
Rita Cernick
Michael Clifford
Marilyn Crites
Margaret Dalton
Leon Detlaf
Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Mia Forbes
Nia Forbes
Geri Gestaut
Heather Hradek
Shawn Hughes

Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Ron Kelly
Robert Kroll
Claudia Kwilosz
Sharon Labiak
Flavia Langan
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Natalie LeCompte
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
Lori McCarthy
Maria Montiel
Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Jesus Perez
Juan B. Perez
Maria P. Perez
Juan Perez

Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Letticia Reyes
Graciela Rivas
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
John Shipper
Mary Shortall
Elizabeth Sivek
Pat Soltis
Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka
Michael Sutkowski
Pat Szczepanski
Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Buddy Valela
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Chester
Michelle



FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
“Four score 
and seven years 
ago,” for those 
who are familiar 
with American 
history and 
many students in 
public speaking 
classes, those 
words, the 
beginning 
of President 

Abraham Lincoln’s, “Gettysburg 
Address,” are well known, perhaps 
the most easily recognized from his 
oratorical catalogue. When asked what 
Jesus’ most famous words are, a wider 
range of answers might result. We hear 
some of the Savior’s first words, at least 
those from St. Matthew’s Gospel, in the 
Gospel Reading for this Sunday yet they 
might not be the ones, which we would 
expect.

Now, had Jesus spoken before He 
meets Sts. Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John, certainly. He is raised with and 
undoubtedly speaks with the Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph, their extended 
family members, and their neighbors. 
Even in the verses, which precede 
the selection of the Gospel, which is 
proclaimed today, Jesus declines Satan’s 
temptations and rebukes him. All of 
these examples precede His public 
ministry, His evangelization. This Sunday, 
we hear our Lord as He begins to form 
a new covenant with His people, the 
Children of Israel, and in fact with all 
people.

St. Matthew frames Jesus’ initial work 
by referencing St. Isaiah. What we hear 
from the Prophet in the First Reading 
is repeated again as Jesus begins 
preaching in Galilee. Jesus, as St. 
Matthew presents Him, commences 
with fulfilling this part of the Father’s will, 
including the area in which He will begin 
to announce the Good News: “He left 

Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum 
by the sea, in the region of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, that what had been said 
through Isaiah the prophet might be 
fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and land of 
Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the 
people who sit in darkness have seen 
a great light, on those dwelling in a 
land overshadowed by death light has 
arisen.” (Matthew 4:13-16) 

St. Isaiah’s earlier words have been alive 
in the minds of the faithful of Israel. 
Christmas Eve, most fittingly, as well as 
on several other days, the Canticle of 
Zechariah, taken from St. Luke’s Gospel, 
is read, conveying St. Zechariah’s joy 
at the birth of St. John the Baptist and 
prophesying what he will accomplish. In 
particular, at the end of the Canticle, St. 
Zechariah exclaims, “‘for you [St. John 
the Baptist] will go before the Lord to 
prepare his ways, to give his people 
knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, because of 
the tender mercy of our God by which 
the daybreak from on high will visit us 
to shine on those who sit in darkness 
and death’s shadow, to guide our feet 
into the path of peace.’” (Luke 1:76-79) 
Notice the similarity of St. Zechariah’s 
description to that of St. Isaiah’s 
prophecy: people sitting in darkness 
being blessed to see, to be illuminated 
by light, by daybreak, and death finally 
being overcome.

St. Zechariah even distinguishes the 
forgiveness of sins, which is to be 
accomplished by the Lord and prepared 
for St. John the Baptist. Having been 
baptized by St. John and rejected 
Satan’s temptations, our Lord’s first 
public declaration is the initial fulfillment 
of those earlier words: “From that time 
on, Jesus began to preach and say,
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’” (Matthew 4:17) Of all that Son 
of God could begin saying to the world, 

He chooses, “‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.’” (Matthew 4:17) 
This one statement exists in tension. 
Jesus does not simply say, “Repent,” 
and He does not simply say, “the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,”; instead, 
He unites an action, a disposition, with 
a supernatural yet hidden disclosure. 
Demanding repentance without any 
purpose or explanation could have 
sounded like a royal imposition or an 
ominous warning. Announcing that 
God’s kingdom is present when nothing 
external seems out of the ordinary could 
have resulted in people thinking Jesus to 
be delusional. 

Together, though, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,’” 
(Matthew 4:17) repeats God’s earlier 
providential work to form a new 
relationship, a spousal covenant, with His 
Chosen People. How often in the Old 
Testament does God bless His people 
all to see them become complacent, 
act unfaithfully, suffer from separating 
themselves from Him, and then repent 
and return to Him. Jesus will initiate this 
return to God once again but now by 
being Emmanuel, God actually with us, 
forgiving sins, and revealing that God’s 
Kingdom and life with Him will exceed 
even the earthly Holy Land. This first 
statement of Jesus’ public ministry may 
not be the one, which first comes to 
mind when we think of Jesus but it is 
good for us to be oriented by it once 
again.

What we believe and pray: Which of 
Jesus’ words come to your minds when 
you think of Him?
What to stop doing, sins to avoid: Have 
you neglected daily time with God’s 
word?
What to do: If you have not been 
reading from God’s word, begin today 
with this Gospel, Matthew, Chapter 4.

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
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