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WELCOME TO 

TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 

ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. AusƟn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 

6949 W. 63rd Place 

Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary aŌer 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 

RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 

PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR XT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 

OFFICE &  
TUITION COORDINATOR  248 

Irene PerconƟ 

ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 

FAITH FORMATION 

COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 

MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 

PARISH ORGANIST 

MaƩ Capparelli 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 

BULLETIN &  
GENERAL OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 

ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

PARISH OFFICE 

6135 S. AusƟn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 

 

Located on AusƟn between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 

 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 

 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 

 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 

9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

6125 S. AusƟn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 

 

773.585.6888 

 

 www.stsymsschool.org 

 

 oĸce@stsymphorosaschool.org 

 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

9 AM—3 PM 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

 ONLINE/ELECTRONIC DONATIONS 
    

$9,237.00 
  

August 1, 2025 to August 31, 2025 
  

Total number of transacƟons:  
 272 

Contact  
Two Holy Martyrs  

St. Vincent de Paul at  
(312) 316.3725 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prior to her conversion, entry into 
religious life, and eventual 
canonizaƟon, St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross was the philosopher, Edith 
Stein. 
 

Hers is a fascinaƟng story. A key 
moment during her conversion was 
when she read St. Teresa of Avila’s 
autobiography. Edith Stein spent an 
enƟre night reading the book and 
upon compleƟon declared, “This is the 
truth.” 

 

Raised in a Jewish family, Edith Stein 
was bapƟzed into the Catholic Church. 
Upon entry into religious life, she 
chose the name Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross. She would eventually be 
murdered (August 9, 1942) in the gas 
chambers of Auschwitz. We now know 
her, not as Edith Stein, but as Saint 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. 
 

But it’s her statement “This is the 
truth,” that we can ponder this 
weekend as we celebrate CatecheƟcal 
Sunday and thank those men and 
women of our parish who help teach 
our children the faith. The teachers in 
our parish school and the catechists in 
our Faith FormaƟon program play a 
vital role in “handing on the faith.” 

 

In John’s gospel Jesus says, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life.” As 
disciples of Christ, we Įrmly believe 
that truth maƩers. This might not 
seem like a big deal, but because we 
live in a relaƟvisƟc culture, making a 
claim to truth is considered 
controversial, and we are making a 

claim to truth in the Person of Jesus, 
the Christ. 
But here’s the thing about truth from 
our perspecƟve. It must go together 
with love. Truth and love go together, 
and woe to us when we isolate the 
two from each other. It’s been said 
that love without truth devolves into 
senƟmentality and truth without love 
becomes cold and calculated. The 
good Lord helps us keep the two 
together as we share the faith with 
others. 
 

We are beƩer individually and 
communally when we live the truth in 
love.  
 

Sadly, there is an unloving Enemy that 
aƩacks truth and love. One of the best 
books I’ve read about this “enemy” is 
The People of the Lie by M. ScoƩ Peck. 
The book was his aƩempt to address 
the reality of evil from as scienƟĮcally 
objecƟve a perspecƟve as possible. He 
used real-life examples to show us 
how evil operates in this world and in 
and through human beings. 
 

How did Jesus himself refer to this 
Enemy? We Įnd this in John’s gospel, 
chapter 8. Jesus says, “You belong to 
your father the devil and you willingly 
carry out your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning and 
does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he tells 
a lie, he speaks in character because 
he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

 

As disciples of Christ, we have context 
for evil and lies just as we have context 
for truth and love. Far too many folks, 
however, dismiss this reality as fairy 
tale. God is denied. Evil is denied, and 
then we’re leŌ scrambling to 
understand “what’s wrong with the 
world.” 

 

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 
learned Įrsthand what’s wrong with 
the world as she was led into the gas 
chambers of Auschwitz. Someone – 
another human being – decided she 

needed to die, along with millions of 
others in “death camps.” 

 

Isn’t it interesƟng when we human 
beings decide other people need to 
die? How quickly we regress when 
truth and love are shunned. We 
become the voices clamoring for the 
release of Barabbas, the criminal, all 
the while we shout “crucify him, 
crucify him” toward the Innocent One 
(Jesus).  
 

Look at our culture today. We’ve 
become far too “okay” with lying and 
murder as a growing number of people 
declare, “there is no God.” We Įnd 
ourselves doing our best to jusƟfy evil 
words and evil acƟons. We look away 
from our own sins as we project our 
guilt onto “them,” who we can blame 
for all the problems in the world. 
 

What are we to do as people of faith? 
Live the truth in love, and this begins 
by being in graced relaƟonship with 
the One who is Truth and who is Love. 
It means not just knowing ABOUT 
Jesus, but actually geƫng to KNOW 
Jesus inƟmately. The Lord has given us 
everything we need to nurture this 
relaƟonship. We must each decide to 
make use of what he has given us to 
live the truth in love. 
 

When Jesus says, “follow me,” it 
means we must CHOOSE to walk away 
from the lies and the murder and 
toward the One who lovingly summons 
us to “come and see.” 

 

Quote – God is Truth. All who seek 
truth seek God, whether this is clear to 
them or not.” -- St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross 
 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  September 21, 2025 

FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session three of the Second VaƟcan 
Council began in September 1964. 
Having passed two documents in the 
second session, the council fathers 
hoped that the third would be even 
more producƟve, as a great deal of 
work was done to set the foundaƟons 
for a variety of documents. Prior to 
this session, Pope Paul VI took a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, making 
him the Įrst pope to do so in Church 
history. He met with Orthodox and 
Armenian patriarchs, including the 
patriarch of ConstanƟnople, aimed at 
resolving diīerences between the 
churches. 
 

The council organizers hoped to use 
these discussions and visits to 
springboard the work of the council 
and make the third session the Įnal 
one of VaƟcan II (spoiler alert: it 
wouldn’t be). The bishops were sent 
the schemas to be considered over 
the summer. The key document was 
the one on the Church, which 
underwent considerable revisions in 
1963 and seemed near to approval. It 
was Paul VI himself who stepped in to 
make some last-minute suggesƟons 
on the collegiality and communion 
between bishops in light of the 
doctrine of papal infallibility declared 
at VaƟcan I.  
 

Prior to the opening of the third 
session, Paul VI issued his Įrst 
encyclical, Ecclesiam Suam, giving 
great prominence to dialogue in the 
life of Church. This term of 
“dialoguing” found its way into 
several council documents, 
parƟcularly those on ecumenism (the 

promoƟon of cooperaƟon and unity 
amongst ChrisƟan churches and 
communiƟes).  
AddiƟonally, the text for the pastoral 
document for the Church in the 
modern world began to arise, 
Gaudium et Spes, though it was not 
approved unƟl the fourth session.  
 

Two thousand two hundred bishops 
gathered to open the third session in 
Rome, beginning with a papal Mass 
that demonstrated concelebraƟon for 
the Įrst Ɵme. Twenty-four high-

ranking bishops and cardinals joined 
Paul VI at the altar to parƟcipate in 
what Sacrosanctum Concilium called 
for. The pope’s address centered on 
the Church, especially on the 
relaƟonship between the pope and 
the bishops. Some feared collegiality 
(shared communal responsibility for 
the universal Church) would 
undermine papal primacy, while 
others saw it as a recovery of ancient 
pracƟce of the early Church. 
 

The DogmaƟc ConsƟtuƟon on the 
Church, which would be Ɵtled Lumen 
GenƟum, was the centerpiece of the 
session. By the end of the discussions 
and debates, the bishops hoped the 
document would clarify the following 
beliefs:  
 

• The Church as People of God and 
MysƟcal Body of Christ 

• A Church that is hierarchical yet 
collegial  

• The role of the laity and the 
universal call to holiness 

• The role of priests and religious 
orders 

• Mary, Mother of the Church 

 

We’ll do a deep dive on this document 
to understand what and how the 
bishops presented these teachings on 
the Church. Lumen GenƟum was 
passed by a wide margin at the 
conclusion of the session in November 
of 1964. 
The bishops rode the ecumenical 

spirit by passing two other 
documents, both covering 
relaƟonships with other ChrisƟans 
and the Eastern Catholic Churches. A 
number of non-Catholics were 
observing non-voƟng members of the 
council and were encouraged by the 
discussions that saw these ChrisƟans 
not exclusively as “separated 
brethren”, but recognizing them as 
fellow ChrisƟans with real elements of 
truth and grace. These two 
documents, UnitaƟs RedintegraƟo 
(Decree on Ecumenism) and 
Orientalium Ecclesiarum (Decree on 
the Eastern Catholic Churches) called 
for the dialogue Paul Vi wished and 
aĸrmed the dignity and rights of the 
Eastern Catholic Churches by 
encouraging them to preserve their 
own liturgical tradiƟons, spirituality, 
and governance. 
 

The third session of Vatican II was 
seen as a turning point in the council, 
one that accomplished a great deal of 
work while promoting and inspiring 
unity among bishops. The Council’s 
ecclesiology (the study of the Church) 
was set in place by Lumen Gentium; 
The Catholic Church’s new openness 
to ecumenism was established 
(Unitatis Redintegratio); the Eastern 
Catholic Churches were affirmed in 
their identity (Orientalium 
Ecclesiarum); and Mary was 
proclaimed Mother of the Church. 
While a number of documents would 
still need to be approved, the energy 
and groundwork of the third session 
gave strong sense of direction to the 
remainder of the council. 
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Friday September 26th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Geri Norbut (Family) 
Peace for Daniel SarliƩo 

 

Saturday September 27th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Esteban BaƩung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory  
(Rosario BaƩung) 
Richard Zilka (Wife Marie) 
In loving memory of Marion Tulik on his 7th anniversary 
(Marge Tulik) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Eliza Gose & Maria Luna (Almendarez Family) 
Eleanor Pastorek (Senior Club) 
Rick Michalowski (Family & Friends) 
Chester & Ronald Koziol (Irene Koziol) 
 

Sunday September 28th 

7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vincent Salamendo (Terri & Dan Domarsky) 
Jack Orsi (Family) 
Happy 40th Wedding Anniversary to Joseph & Carol Lang 
(Family) 
Praying for all Living & Deceased members of the Camatov 
Family (John & Gloria Bodoki) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

John Shimkus (Barbara Rendak) 
Israel Garcia & Ramiro Garza (Robert & Savannah Garcia) 
Birthday Blessings and Good Health for Ella BaƩung  
(Rosario BaƩung) 

Saturday September 20th 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

In loving memory Ronnie Giron on his 1 year anniversary 
(Giron Family) 
Edward Cieslewski (Family) 
David Kerstnik (Larry Holmes) 
Beverly Zaleski (Jean Piotrowski) 
God’s Blessings for Jimena Montoya on her 3rd birthday 

Sunday September 21st 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Tim 

PRO POPULO 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Menzie Pusateri (Pat SolƟs) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Mary Shilney  
(St. Vincent de Paul Family) 
In loving memory of Ron Cempel on his birthday  
(Cempel Family) 
God’s Blessings to Domingo III & Hichelle BaƩung on their 
wedding anniversary (BaƩung Family) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
John Chavez, Jr. (Family) 
Sue Solcani, Carolyn & Tom Simek (Florence) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Garcia 

Bruna Almazan (Almazan Family) 
Eleanor Pastorek (Dolores Kling) 

 

Monday September 22nd 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
John SolƟs (SolƟs Family) 
William Bojarski (Barbara Rendak) 
In loving memory Ronnie Giron on his 1 year anniversary 
(Giron Family) 
In loving memory Frank Krzan on his birthday (Daughter Pat) 

 
Tuesday September 23rd 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 

Birthday Blessings and Good Health for Hichelle BaƩung 
(Rosario BaƩung) 

 

Wednesday September 24th 
08:00 AM |St. Rene Goupil 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Michael Lullo (Lullo Family) 
 

Thursday September 25th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Rick Michalowski (Larry & Carol)  

For the week of: 
September 20th - September 28th  
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OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please hear 
our intentions for the month of  

 

  

SEPTEMBER 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MAGDALENA VALERIO 
For the repose of her soul, given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
 

PRAYING FOR ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ 
FAMILIES 
given by Family. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF RONNIE GIRON 
For the repose of his soul, given by Giron Family. 
 

HEALTH & GOD’S BLESSINGS FOR JERRY HUGHES  
given by St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
 

 

In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY:  
09/14/25: $8,231.38 

                                                                               
Split the Pot Winning Envelope #:  

63931: $450.00   
                                                                     
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5.00  

is required to parƟcipate. 

OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for the 

following intentions for the month of  
  

 

SEPTEMBER 
  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF VINCE & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 

PRAYING FOR ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE BATTUNG FAMILY 
given by Rosario Battung. 
 

PRAYING FOR ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE ARENDS FAMILY 
given by Sharon Arends. 
 
 

 

In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 

Upcoming 
Events: 

 

9/22: Commitment Serv. 
 6pm @ St. Syms Church. 
 
9/23:   Faith FormaƟon Classes 

           Syms Campus. (Tues.) 
 
9/27:  Faith FormaƟon Classes  
 Syms Campus. (Sat.) 
 
9/28: Welcome Back Mass. 
 10:30am @ St. Rene. 
 
9/29: Commitment Serv. 
 6pm @ St. Rene Church. 
 

10/04:   ReconciliaƟon Parent  
 MeeƟng. 9am @ St. Syms. 
 

10/07:   Faith FormaƟon Classes 

           Syms Campus. (Tues.) 
 

10/09:  ConĮrmaƟon Parent/Student 

 /Sponsor MeeƟng 6pm  
 @ St. Syms. 
 

10/11:   Faith FormaƟon Classes  
 Syms Campus. (Sat.) 

 

     

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING 
 

On October 4th & October 14th, parents will gather for a special meeting in preparation for 
their child’s celebration of First Reconciliation which takes place in December. 

 
We initially prepare our children for this sacrament as we teach them about right and wrong.  

And way before they understand what sin is, we teach them to say “I’m sorry” when they 
have done wrong or have hurt someone.  Once again, we emphasize that parents are the 

first and primary catechists of their children, using “teachable moments” to help their 
children grow in faith.  

 
The focus of these Parent Gatherings will be to honor your role as parents and assist you in 

that role.  (parents need only attend one meeting.)  

 

 

CATECHIST PRAYER 

Gracious and all-loving Father, out of love for all people you spoke your Word 
who became Ňesh for our salvaƟon.  May your Word transform me so that the 

message of your Son, our Lord, may be echoed through my teaching.  Allow me to 
guide the hearts of those whom I teach in such a way that they will enter more 

deeply into your way of truth and salvaƟon.  Grant me the insight needed to lead 
them to know, love, and serve you.  With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may 

they become hearers and followers of your Word, so that they might help 
transform the world to follow the way of life to which your Son has called us all, 

for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen.   

 

 

“Give thanks to the lord, for he is good!” 
Ps. 118:1 

 

 

We take this opportunity to thank the following generous parishioners who 
responded to the call to the CatecheƟcal Ministry here at Two Holy Martyrs 

Parish: Angel Cardenas, Virginia Cruz, Sonja Darmstaedter, Lilia Izguerra, Ceil 
Kucinsky, AnneƩe Matulewicz, Irma OrƟz, Diana Ramirez Cortes, Rosa Rios, 

Annie Siebenaler, Tina Siebenaler, Peggy Siebenaler and Barb Wilschke.  
Kevin Ellis, our New Seminarian, will also be joining our Faith FormaƟon Team and 
we feel Blessed to have him.  A Special Thanks to our High School helpers, who are 

Amanda, Denise, Emily & Natalie. 
Our Hope and prayer is that you will embrace this ministry with joy and 

enthusiasm, forming our young people as followers of Jesus. CATECHIST 
REFLECTION 

 
Having taught 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th 

grades in the Faith Formation 
Program.  I have found that leading 

others to know God and attain a 
better understanding of our Catholic 
Faith has been a profound privilege, 
a great joy and a meaningful way to 
learn and grow in my own faith.  I 
believe we all share the important 

responsibility of nurturing the faith in 
our children and in each other.  

Rosemary H. 
 

Thank you for entrusting your 
children to us as we partner with you 
to pass on to this new generation a 

strong faith and love for Jesus.  
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.

773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com
Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DAVE AMATO’S  
DAYTON  

AUTO REBUILDERS, INC.
Family Owned & Operated 30 Yrs.

State Of The Art Body Shop

6843 W. 60th Pl.
773-586-1418



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Two Holy Martyrs, Chicago, IL              A 4C 01-4065

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor

david.matuszak@sisfp.com  

Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 

• Trusts 

• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 

Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces

• Air Conditioners

• Boilers

• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141


