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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
PASTORAL STAFF

REV. ROBERT REGAN
Pastor

REV. MATTHEW COMPTON
Associate Pastor

REV. NORMAN TRELA
Retired Priest in Residence

PASTORS EMERITUS

REV. TED BOJCZUK
Pastor Emeritus

REV. MARCEL PASCIAK
Pastor Emeritus 

REV. PETER PAURAZAS
Pastor Emeritus

REV. IDZI STACHERCZAK
Pastor Emeritus

PARISH STAFF

KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director

MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
Office/Tuition Coordinator

HUGO LOPEZ | EXT. 210
Communications Coordinator

IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant

PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator

DAVID BOYLE | EXT. 225
Director of Music

DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist

MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor

SCHOOL STAFF

KATHY BERRY
School Principal

CHRIS GARZA
Assistant School Principal

ST. SYMPHOROSA
6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638

ST. RENE GOUPIL
6949 West 63rd Place
Chicago, Illinois 60638

MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!



“Law without reason is criminal.”  CRISS JAMI

Odds are 
you’ve made 
some poor 
decisions 
in your life. 
I know I 
certainly have 
before and 
likely will make 
poor decisions 
in the future. 
Life, when you 
think about 
it, is a series 

of choices we make. From the time 
we wake up in the morning until we 
go to bed at night, we’re consistently 
MAKING CHOICES.

God has given human beings the gift 
of freewill. This means we can choose 
THIS or we can choose THAT. Without 
freewill, we’d be more like robots than 
flesh and blood humans. We are not 
automatons. We are made in the image 
and likeness of God, and this means we 
can know, and we can love.

Our first reading this Sunday invites 
us to ponder our ability to choose. 
“Before man are life and death, good 
and evil, whichever he chooses shall be 
given him.” (Sirach 15).

How quickly we realize what a great 
responsibility it is to have freewill, and 
how often we see evidence of this gift 
being abused by wrongdoing. We can 
sit down and watch the daily news and 
witness the numerous ways some of 
our fellow human beings have chosen 
murder, theft, and adultery. 

In fairness to balance, good deeds take 
place every day all over the planet. 
Good deeds, however, seldom make 
their way into newspaper headlines. 
The good you do today within your 
family or in the workplace isn’t seen by 
the majority but watch out if you do 
something wrong. 

This reminds me of the example used 
to define what is news. Dog bites man? 
Not news. Man bites dog? Now that’s 

news.

Nobody rushes out of their house 
to watch someone give money to a 
homeless man, but we all rush out of 
our homes when eight Chicago Police 
SUVs show up on the block with their 
blue lights on. You get the picture.

God is always summoning us to choose 
wisely. The Lord doesn’t leave us alone 
to try to figure it all out. He has given 
us His love and His law. We ignore 
God’s love and law at our own peril. 
But we are free to choose against God. 
Love does not coerce. Love becomes 
a choice. We can choose God’s way 
or choose to walk the other way. Our 
choices move us closer to Love, or our 
choices can distance us from Love.

Everything Jesus gives us in and 
through His Church is for our good; not 
just as individuals but as a human race: 
the Commandments, the Beatitudes, 
prayer, Sacred Scripture, Sacraments, 
works of mercy are all grace-filled 
“helps” for us along our pilgrim way. 
Life in Christ gives us strength and 
courage to made good choices; wise 
choices. 

A good question for each one of us 
before we say or do something is to 
ask, “Is what I am about to say coming 
from a place of love?” Or, “Is what I 
am about to do a loving act?” If the 
answer to either question is no, then we 
need to take a closer look at why we’re 
saying it, or why we are doing it. 

The Holy Spirit guides us in truth and 
in love, and the Holy Spirit helps us 
make our choices. We are not alone. 
The Father has given us an Advocate, a 
Counselor. Yup, the Holy Spirit. Come, 
Holy Spirit, come.

JESUS AS SAVIOR

G.K. Chesterton was a wonderfully 
humorous man. He’d make his readers 
laugh all the while making a good 
point.

He certainly did that when he wrote, 
“The Christian ideal has not been tried 
and found wanting; it has been found 
difficult and left untried.”

Following Jesus is not the easy road in 
this life. Life in Christ involves the cross, 
and the reality of the cross can make 
us pull back. However, the cross is truly 
the portal to new life. Nothing worth 
anything of value is easy in this life. A 
jigsaw puzzle doesn’t put itself together 
by us wishing it done. Instead, we must 
sit down, roll up our sleeves, and put 
the puzzle together.

There is a sense of accomplishment 
when the final picture is revealed.

Being a Christian has never been easy. 
For some reason, the truth of Jesus 
and the message of the good news 
of salvation is not welcome in some 
circles. We cannot allow ourselves to 
get discouraged or timid. We run the 
race. We keep the faith. We keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus as we go about our 
daily life. 

Along the way, we experience a 
peace that the world cannot give. 
We experience joy from being in 
relationship with Christ. We carry the 
cross knowing that through the cross is 
the promise of Eternal Life. 

Now is not the time to cut and run. 
Now is the time to lean into our faith 
even more.

Believe it or not, the season of 
Lent is right around the corner. Ash 
Wednesday is February 22, 2023. This 
is a wonderful time of year to get back 
to basics. This is a great time to “get 
right” with God. It is our penitential 
season of praying, fasting and 
almsgiving.

Jesus is at work, and he is at work in 
and through each of us. May we be 
inspired by this Lent to learn more 
about our faith, and to grow closer to 
the Lord so that we can grow closer to 
one another.

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG



Saturday, February 11th
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Dorothea Caffey (Jim & Tricia Ramazinski)
† Catherine Lawler (Mary Trendle)
† Frances Szumowski (Art & Katie Carpenter)
Sunday, February 12th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Vernon Hylka (Nancy 
Shotas)
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Living & deceased members of the Bukovsky Family (Fox Family)
Deceased members of the Trezek Family (Family)
† Marge & Bob Fitzgerald (Sally Carmody)
† Eileen “Sally” Setina (Nancy Markham)
† Marianne Loughran (Bunco Gals)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Valentina & Felix Almendarez (Almendarez Family)
† Nydia Buentello (Laurel Family)
† Mary Rita Flowers (Hughes Family)
† Jesse Sandoval (Donna Topps)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Mary Suchy (Family)
† Bob John & Bobby Soltis (Soltis Family)
† Nick Alderfer & Mickie Valestin (Soltis Family)
† Desaree Marie Noceda (Mary & Mike Trendle)

Monday, February 13th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Joann Kukulka (Momma)
Tuesday, February 14th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Claude Wiatrak (Wife Clara)
† Charles DeLauriea (Wife Lorraine)
† Lucio & Guadalupe Gonzalez (Son Lucio Gonzalez)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Victor Gomez (Lopez Family)
Wednesday, February 15th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
All Souls in Purgatory
Vocations to the Priesthood
Health & All the Lord’s Blessings for Elizabeth Marie Sarlitto 
(Mary Sarlitto)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Mary Trendle)
Thursday, February 16th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Ann Calcagno (Kathy Calcagno)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Barbara Rendak)
Friday, February 17th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Living & Deceased Members of the John & Janina Karlowicz 
Families (Mary Kolimas)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

LET US PRAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF FEBRUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 17

Saturday, February 18th
8:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & All the Lord’s Blessings for Rev. John McNamara 
(Olaska Family)
† Patricia Biniewicz (Mary Crowley)
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† George Nowak (Wes & Debbie Szumowski)
† Walter Szumowski (Wes & Debbie Szumowski)
† Joann Kukulka (Momma)
† Louise Leahy (Family)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
Sunday, February 19th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Vocations to the Priesthood, Diaconate, and Consecrated Life
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Living & deceased members of the Trusk Family (Family)
† Pat Wodarczyk (Barbara Rendak)
† Lynda Sullivan (Patti & Kelli)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Arlene Scaletta)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Judith Siwek (Family)
† Bernard Whitehead (Donna Topps)
† Dawn Bodoki (Mom & Dad)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Repentence of those who burglarize. (Castillo Family)
† Tadeusz Dana (Daughter & Family)

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members.
Please call the parish office to add or remove a name.

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Domingo Battung III
Hichelle Battung
Dominic Battung
Hannah Battung
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Maxine Carey
Judy Carranza
Giovanni Carrigan
Rita Cernick
Michael Clifford
Marilyn Crites
Margaret Dalton
Leon Detlaf
Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Mia Forbes
Nia Forbes
Geri Gestaut
Heather Hradek
Shawn Hughes

Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Ron Kelly
Robert Kroll
Claudia Kwilosz
Sharon Labiak
Flavia Langan
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Natalie LeCompte
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
Lori McCarthy
Maria Montiel
Edward Moriarty
Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Jesus Perez
Juan B. Perez
Maria P. Perez

Juan Perez
Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Letticia Reyes
Graciela Rivas
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
John Shipper
Mary Shortall
Pat Soltis
Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka
Michael Sutkowski
Pat Szczepanski
Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Adele Vacchiano
Buddy Valela
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Michelle
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“‘And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.’” (Matthew 28:20) 
 
Looking forward to Lent (Ash Wednesday being 22 February), the suggestions by Kendra Tierney in her book The Catholic 
All Year Compendium: Liturgical Living for Real Life, might allow you to engage the season more fruitfully and 
thoughtfully than in past years. She proposes, “[If] you're looking for something outside the box, here are sixty-six ideas for 
things to consider giving up or taking up, at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels, for beginning, intermediate, and 
advanced Lents.” 
 

1. Don't take the best spot available in the parking lot. 
2. Take the worst parking spot you can find. 
3. Don't drive: walk or take public transportation. 
 

1. Make your bed every day. 
2. Make your bed every day before you leave your 
bedroom. 
3. Make other people's beds too. 

1. Go to daily Mass once per week in addition to Sunday 
Mass. 
2. Go to daily Mass two or three times per week. 
3. Go to daily Mass every day. 
 

1. Don't leave dishes in the sink overnight. 
2. Do the cooking dishes before dinner and the dinner dishes 
immediately after dinner. 
3. Don't use the dishwasher. 

1. Buy only things written on your shopping list. 
2. Keep a shopping list and shop only once per week. 
3. Don't buy anything during Lent (except maybe food). 
 

1. Don't eat out at restaurants. 
2. Make all your food from scratch. 
3. Grow or raise all your own food. 
 

1. Don't watch TV or movies alone. 
2. Watch TV or movies only as a whole-family activity. 
3. Don't watch TV or movies. 
 

1. Give up one social media platform. 
2. Check social media just once per day. 
3. Remove all social media apps from your devices. 
 

1. Say a family Rosary once a week. 
2. Say one decade of the Rosary as a family each day. 
3. Say a family Rosary every day. 
 

1. Listen only to audiobooks or classical music in the car. 
2. Turn off the radio in the car. 
3. Say a Rosary in the car or listen to a spiritual audiobook. 
 

1. Be in bed for a set amount of time each night. 
2. Go to bed and get up at specific times each day. 
3. And don't bring your phone with you (get an alarm 
clock). 
 

1. Get dressed before 8 A.M. 
2. Don't wear workout clothes (unless you're working out). 
3. Wear clothes that make you feel put together every day. 
 

1. Have dinner as a family. 
2. Have a family game night. 
3. Read a book aloud as a family. 
 

1. Make regular social phone calls to friends or relatives. 
2. Write regular letters to friends or relatives. 
3. Make regular visits to friends or relatives. 
 

1. Know what you're going to make for dinner by 10 A.M. 
2. Start a meal-planning system. 
3. Teach your kids to plan meals and cook. 
 

1. Have the house clean before Sunday each week. 
2. Have the house clean before bed each night. 
3. Have the house clean before dinner each evening. 
 

1. Eat up the food that's in the back of your pantry and 
freezer. 
2. Eat only soup for dinner. 
3. Observe the voluntary recommended weekday Lenten fast. 
 

1. Give up one type of treat. 
2. Eat desserts only in company. 
3. Give up all sweets. 
 
 

1. Switch from coffee to tea or vice versa. 
2. Limit yourself to one cup of coffee or tea per day. 
3. Give up caffeine. 
 

1. Turn the lights off in empty rooms. 
2. Have lights turned on in only one room at a time. 
3. Don't use electricity. 
 

1. Say the Morning Offering when you wake up. 
2. And say the Angelus at noon. 
3. And do an examination of conscience and say the Act of 
Contrition at night. 
 

1. Read the Sunday readings before Mass. 
2. Read the Bible each day. 
3. And read the Catechism each day. 
 

1. If you like TV, read a novel instead. 
2. If you like novels read a classic. 
3. If you like the classics, read great Catholic nonfiction. 
 

 

 
 

FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
Looking forward to Lent (Ash Wednesday being 22 February), the suggestions by Kendra Tierney in 
her book The Catholic All Year Compendium: Liturgical Living for Real Life, might allow you to engage 
the season more fruitfully and thoughtfully than in past years. She proposes, “[If] you’re looking for 
something outside the box, here are sixty-six ideas for things to consider giving up or taking up, at 
beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels, for beginning, intermediate, and advanced Lents.”

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS
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FAITH FORMATION



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT


