TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | AUGUST 14, 2022

TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH
ST. SYMPHOROSA † ST. RENE GOUPIL
PARISH OFFICE: 6135 S. AUSTIN AVE. | CHICAGO, IL 60638 | (773) 767-1523
www.twoholymartyrs.org

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
PASTORAL STAFF
REV. ROBERT REGAN
Pastor
REV. MATTHEW COMPTON
Associate Pastor
REV. NORMAN TRELA
Retired Priest in Residence

PASTORS EMERITUS
REV. TED BOJCZUK
Pastor Emeritus
REV. PETER PAURAZAS
Pastor Emeritus
REV. IDZI STACHERCZAK
Pastor Emeritus

PARISH STAFF
KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director
MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
Office/Tuition Coordinator
HUGO LOPEZ | EXT. 210
Communications Coordinator
IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant
PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator
DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist
MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor

SCHOOL STAFF
KATHY BERRY
School Principal
CHRIS GARZA
Assistant School Principal
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MASS TIMES
ST. SYMPHOROSA
6135 S. Austin Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60638

ST. RENE GOUPIL
6949 West 63rd Place
Chicago, Illinois 60638

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at
alternating church sites in the
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at
alternating church sites in the
following months:
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM
Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org
St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM
6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org
twoholymartyrs

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG
M. Scott Peck
begins his bestselling book
The Road Less
Traveled with
a three-word
sentence: “Life
is difficult.”
Could we
disagree? We
could, but if
we are being
honest and
speaking from experience, we must
agree with Mr. Peck’s assessment.
News flash – LIFE IS DIFFICULT. At
some point in everyone’s life, the cross
of suffering emerges.
A casual glance at the daily news – or
a look inside our own families – gives
us ample proof: Cancer, addiction,
violence, corruption, depression,
betrayal, character assassination, war,
disease. The list goes on. This world
we live in is NOT heaven. Another
example of suffering is persecution
because of one’s faith. In our case,
being persecuted because of the
name of Jesus.
A portion of the Beatitudes reminds
us:
“Blessed are you when people insult
you, persecute you and falsely say
all kinds of evil against you because
of me. Rejoice and be glad because
great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the
prophets who came before you.”
The prophet Jeremiah can attest, and
we hear part of his suffering ordeal in
our first reading this Sunday. God and
the things of God are viewed as an
inconvenience, or worse, a threat by
some people all through history. Truth
is not welcome in some circles.
As Christian disciples, we are
reminded to live the truth IN LOVE.
Truth and love go together. Trouble
lurks when we try to detach them
from each other. We cooperate with

the Holy Spirit to keep truth and love
together.
Although life has its difficulties, there
is still so much joy and beauty along
the way. And the joy and beauty along
the way point to a Reality (God) that
transcends this world. We are called to
place Jesus first in our lives. He is the
center. This might cause friction along
the way, but Christ tells us as much in
our Gospel.
Lord, may we never let go of your
hand as you guide us Home.
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
As part of the Archdiocese of
Chicago’s Renew My Church initiative,
every parish needs to have an advisory
body that works directly with the
pastor as we undertake the mission
of making disciples, inspiring witness,
and building communities.
Two Holy Martyrs Parish is no
exception.
The following parishioners have
accepted the responsibility of serving
on the Parish Pastoral Council: Nancy
Gunnell, Tom De Rose, Mike West,
Taura Basulto, Matt Capparelli, Janet
Funk, and Erica Arellano.
Please pray for these fellow
parishioners who are entrusted with
this important task. These seven
people will keep front and center the
mantra of “Honor the past. Live in
the present. Prepare for the future.”
Please trust that this group will
regularly pray for our parishioners and
our community.

MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH
We continue to look for the right
person to serve as our parish music
director. It is important that this hiring
process is not rushed, nor do we make
a hasty hire. We need to find the right
person for this position.
Please add this intention to your daily
prayers; that we find a quality music
director who can help us worship with
a joy-filled spirit. We are looking for
someone who can play the piano and
the organ. It is also important that the
person be able to conduct a choir and
recruit cantors to guide us in song as
Mass.
Allow me in this space to thank
Deacon Raul Duque for shouldering
much of the music load over these
past few weeks. Deacon Raul plays
and sings at most of our Masses. He
also plays a bulk of our weddings and
funerals. He is a competent organist
and vocalist, and we are fortunate to
have him in our house.
St. Cecilia, pray for us.
GENEROSITY APPRECIATED
Money is tight these days. We have all
seen an escalation in many costs as we
go about our daily life.
Considering this reality, we once again
want to thank so many of you for your
continued fiscal generosity. The parish
cannot, I repeat, cannot function
without the weekly contributions from
our parishioners. Just like in your
home, our parish costs have increased,
too.

The core mission is to make disciples;
to bring others to Jesus. From this
core mission flows everything else we
do as a parish. We worship, and we
serve our neighbors in need. We will
be fine if we keep Christ at the center
of all we do.

In my idealism, I wish economics were
not a reality in parish life. What pastor
enjoys reminding “the people” we
have an obligation in stewardship
to give of our time, talent, and/or
treasure? And yet, stewardship is part
of our discipleship.

Thank you, Lord, for your servants.

Thank you for supporting the parish.
Every bit helps. Thank YOU !!!

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”
WINSTON CHURCHILL

3

LET US PRAY
Wednesday, August 17th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Raymond Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto)
For all members, living & deceased, of the Janina & John
Karlowich Family (Mary Kolimas)

Thursday, August 18th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
OF AUGUST 13 - AUGUST 19

For any mass intention that has never been fulfilled.

Friday, August 19th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church

Saturday, August 13th

† Felipe de Jesus Cornejo (Luis & Cornejo Family)

4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Lector(s): Frank Zalewski
† Aurora Lopez & Lupe Hernandez (Almendarez Family)
† Edward Robertson (Wife & Daughter)
† Frank Wurtz (Toni Ptak)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Lector(s): Janine Brzezicki
† Joseph & LaVerne Slowinski (Daughters & Families)
† Leo Karpinski (Doherty Family)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY
Saturday, August 20th

8:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Memorial of Saint Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church
For the needs and good of the Parish.
4:00 PM | St. René Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Sunday, August 14th | Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Lector(s): Nancy Gunnell
† George Nowak (Wes & Debbie Szumowski)
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Walter Szumowski (Wes & Debbie Szumowski)
Lector(s): Pat O’Brien Kenney
† Jeffrey Gerlick (Chiaramonte Family)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Mike Breheny (Chiaramonte Family)
† Stephanie M. Adam (Barbara Stoyak)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Lector(s): Tom DeRose
Lector(s): Lety Reyes, Griselda Hernandez
For a successful academic year at our Parish School.
The deceased members of the Wanstrath Family (Family)
† Mary E. Thorpe (Joanne Tishka)
Sunday, August 21st | Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
† Ellen & John O’Leary (Beth & Mike Byrne)
7:30
AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Alice Marciniec (Family)
Lector(s):
Melissa Link
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
†
Frankie
John
Wurtz
Lector(s): Barb Wilschke
9:00
AM
|
St.
Symphorosa
Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Zeneida & Victor Narea (Vincent Narea)
Lector(s):
Lety
Reyes;
Mary
Shilney
† Patrick Goebig (Leahy Family)
†
Geri
Norbut
(Family)
Health & intentions for Ramiro Garza (John Garza)
† Lynda Sullivan (Patti & Kelli)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Nick Bouzios (Janina)
Lector(s): Lori Noceda
† Gary Grisko (Christine Keys)
† Rosaria Maria & John Dragosetti (Family)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Robert T. Soltis (Pat & Family)
Lector(s): Ben Shafer
† Ethel Normoyle (Normoyle Family)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy))
† Rita Tomczak (Corbett Family)
Monday, August 15th (Parish Office clOsed)
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Lector(s): Barb Rendak
8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Praise and daily thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity for all families to grown in love, Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*
unity, peace, joy, kindness, & forgiveness all in Jesus Christ (Joann Pelegrino)
† Nancy Ortman (Chuck Palka)
† Eugen Zoziennicki (Sister)
† Devino Cordova & all souls in Purgatory (Rosario Battung)
† George Simon (Family)
7 PM | St. René Goupil Church
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)

Tuesday, August 16th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
For all members, living & deceased, of the John & Mary
Kolimas Family (Mary Kolimas)
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FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
“Help me to
understand this.”
“What I hear you
saying is ….”
Sometimes, when
we are caught
off-guard by
conversations,
even with people
whom we know
well, either
of these two
statements might
allow the other
person to express the message again but
perhaps in a different way so that we may
better understand what is being said. That
pause and the decision to respond to
someone, “Help me to understand this.”
“What I hear you saying is …,” can reduce
misunderstanding and miscommunication
based on assumptions or rash
interpretations. Our Lord’s declaration in
the Gospel Reading might initially sound
shocking: “Do you think that I have come
to establish peace on the earth? No, I
tell you, but rather division.” (Luke 12:51)
Hearing these words or reading them
requires a pause for us to ask God, “Help
me to understand this.” “What I hear you
saying is ….”
The entire Gospel Reading for this Sunday
sounds aggressive and confrontational:
“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come
to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it
were already blazing!’” (Luke 12:49) Does
Jesus mean that He literally will ignite
fires across the world as though He is an
arsonist? Thankfully, the answer is “No.”
After this opening declaration, Jesus
announces, “‘Do you think that I have
come to establish peace on the earth? No,
I tell you, but rather division. From now
on a household of five will be divided,
three against two and two against three; a
father will be divided against his son and
a son against his father, a mother against
her daughter and a daughter against
her mother, a mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law

against her mother-in-law.’” (Luke 12:5153) Will Jesus undermine marriages and
promote mass chaos? Again, the answer
is, “No.” Earlier in St. Luke’s Gospel, Jesus
alludes to Himself as a “bridegroom” as
well as to his eventual Death, Resurrection,
and Ascension: “‘Can you make the
wedding guests fast while the bridegroom
is with them? But the days will come, and
when the bridegroom is taken away from
them, then they will fast in those days.””
(Luke 5:34-35) In St. Mark’s Gospel, when
the rich young man approaches Jesus
and asks what he must “‘do to inherit
eternal life,’” our Savior lists some of the
Ten Commandments, including, “‘honor
your father and mother.’” (Mark 10:17, 19)
So, why might the Son of God speak with
such ominous words?

believe in who Jesus is, what He endures,
and what He accomplishes, while others
will treat Jesus as a rival and dismiss Him.

Morally, how we act, and anagogically, the
way the passage pertains to our salvation,
Jesus is not advocating for insurrection
but rather cautioning His disciples about
what lies ahead for them and Himself as
He will accomplish the work of redeeming
humanity. The Son of God wants to do
the Father’s will, renewing and deifying
the Father’s children. St. Josemaría
Escrivá describes the fire of Jesus as
“apostolic zeal.” (Accessed on 9 August
2022, Christ is Passing By, para. 120,
https://www.escrivaworks.org/book/
christ_is_passing_by-point-120.htm) In the
Book of Revelation, God will issue another
heat-related metaphor to St. John the
This particular Gospel Reading is one that Evangelist: “‘I know your works; I know
shocks by exaggeration and hence elicits that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish
questions about its meaning, in particular, you were either cold or hot.’” (Revelation
because Jesus does not literally enact it as 3:15) Here too, the zealous person will
He does with other proclamations. Thus, be hot, one’s actions will be marked by
moving from the text itself to a potential the fire of apostolic zeal, also seeking for
spiritual meaning, analogically, the faith,
God’s will to be done and cooperating
which Jesus seems to be imparting, is
with the Holy Spirit (who appears as
that of how believing and following Him
tongues of flame at Pentecost).
potentially will be divisive, even among
family members. The United States
The author of the Letter to the
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Hebrews detects this “fire,” both in the
summarizes, “Jesus’ proclamation of the proclamation of the Gospel and in the
kingdom is a refining and purifying fire.
“apostolic zeal” inherently linked with
His message that meets with acceptance the practice of it: “[Let us] persevere in
or rejection will be a source of conflict
running the race that lies before us while
and dissension even within families.”
keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the
(Accessed on 8 August 2022, https://bible. leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake
usccb.org/bible/luke/12, commentary
of the joy that lay before him he endured
section.)
the cross, despising its shame, and has
The verse, which illuminates that a
taken his seat at the right of the throne
spiritual meaning is present, that Jesus
of God. Consider how he endured such
is revealing as part of the saving faith, is
opposition from sinners, in order that
when He prophesies about His imminent you may not grow weary and lose heart.”
Passion: “‘There is a baptism with which
(Hebrews 12:1-3)
I must be baptized, and how great is my
anguish until it is accomplished!’” (Luke
Have you ever asked God or someone
12:50) Jesus’ baptism from death to life,
else, “Help me to understand this,” about
Cross and tomb to Resurrection, will be
a difficult message?
incendiary at the societal level. Among
groups of Jews and Gentiles, some will
Fr. Matt Compton

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
P L EASE J O I N U S I N PR AY I N G FO R T H E SIC K

Arnold Adaska
GuadalupeAlmendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Kathy Calcagno
Maxine Carey
Giovanni Carrigan
Michael Clifford
Larry Cretes, Sr.
Marilyn Cretes

Margaret Dalton
Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Ramiro Garza
Geri Gestaut
Heather Hradek
Shawn Hughes
Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Lee Karpinski

Claudia Kwilosz
Robert Kroll
Sharon Labiak
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
John Martini
Lori McCarthy
Maria Perez Montiel

Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Juan Perez
Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Jean Rayas
Letticia Reyes
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
John Shipper
Mary Shortall

Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka
Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Buddy Valela
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Virginia Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Michelle

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call the parish office to
add or remove a name.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT
Family Fest 2022
Grand Raffle Prize Winners
Place
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th

Prize
$10,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,000.00
$500.00
$250.00
$200.00
$150.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00

Ticket #
04856
01601
01905
02712
00224
00566
00635
01827
00119
03638
01104
00829
00866
02282
02828
00025
02699
02546
02762
04472

All Family Fest 2022 Grand Raffle Prize winners have been
notified by phone or letter. All winners have accepted their
winnings. For privacy, we have only printed the winning numbers.

YOUTH MINISTRY
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS

H E A R T F E LT T H A N K S

On Monday, August 8th,
27 volunteers from Ernst
& Young gave their time
and talents to help us
get ready to welcome
our students on the first
day of school, August
23rd. The volunteers,
organized by Big
Shoulders Fund, spent
the morning spreading
mulch, washing walls,
organizing our library,
and delivering books to
classrooms. We are very
grateful for their support.

JOIN OUR THRIVING SCHOOL COMMUNITY!
• Driven by our Catholic virtues.

• Affordable tuition with financial aid.

• Students are known and loved.

• Before and Aftercare services.

• Full and half-day Pre-K options (ages 3-4).

• Small class sizes.

NOW ENROLLING GRADES PK - 8TH FOR 2022-2023!
For more information or to schedule a tour, please call (773) 585-6888 or
email StSymphorosa1@gmail.com.

ST. SYMPHOROSA
CATHOLIC SCHOOL
OF TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH
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**Parishioners can earn $250 in gift cards by referring a family to St. Symphorosa School.**
Make sure they write your name on the referral form at time of enrollment.
6125 South Austin Ave. | Chicago, IL 60638

www.stsymsschool.org

FAITH FORMATION
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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