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KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director

MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
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HUGO LOPEZ | EXT. 210
Communications Coordinator

IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant

PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator

DAVID BOYLE | EXT. 225
Director of Music

DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist

MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor
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KATHY BERRY
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ST. SYMPHOROSA
6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638

ST. RENE GOUPIL
6949 West 63rd Place
Chicago, Illinois 60638

MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!



“Rest provides fine-tuning for hearing God’s messages amidst the static of life.”  
SHELLY MILLER

Most folks 
who attend 
Holy Mass 
in our parish 
know I make 
regular use of 
quotes when 
I preach. For 
years, I have 
been writing 
down in a few 
journals catchy 
or thought-

provoking quotes. Some quotes 
are humorous, while others serve to 
support what’s being preached.

Not everyone wants to be a voracious 
reader, but even the most book-
resistant person can be stopped in 
their tracks after seeing a good quote; 
a quote so good it might even alter 
how we view the human person and the 
world we live in. A good quote can alter 
how we view our faith.

The following quote is written on a 
torn piece of paper, and I seem to have 
forgotten to write down who said it. Oh 
well! 

“Somehow Christian values cannot be 
enforced. If they are enforced, they are 
not Christian anymore. You cannot love 
your enemy by force. That’s tyranny, 
and that’s not love.”

Jesus is all about moving us from mere 
observance of cold external law. The 
Lord desires to TRANSFORM our hearts 
so that our discipleship is not limited to 
merely obeying the law but more about 
our hearts being united to his Sacred 
Heart. It is the love of Christ in us that 
drives our words and actions. In other 
words, we live FOR LOVE.

Here’s an example: the Fifth 
Commandment is “You Shall not 
Murder.” This is a concrete external law 
given to us by God. And yet, look at 
all the murder that surrounds us today. 
Why aren’t people obeying God’s law? 
Jesus gets to the HEART of the matter, 
literally. In the Beatitudes, the Lord 
says, “Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they shall see God.”

In biblical language, the word heart 
does not mean our physical pumping 

heart. Instead, it means the core of our 
person; the seat of life or strength. It 
means mind, soul, spirit, or one’s entire 
emotional nature and understanding.

Jesus is a heart doctor, and we need 
his healing touch. No one likes to be 
FORCED into obeying. This is why 
earthly tyranny won’t work on everyone. 
Tyranny tends to work on those who 
fear the tyrant’s threats and brutality. 
Our faith – Christianity – is a matter 
of the heart, and our hearts must be 
centered on Christ himself. He then 
lives in and through us. 

Is this easy? Heck no! We do battle 
daily with our wounded human 
nature, that far too often is selfish. We 
want what we want when we want it. 
Jesus, in contrast, moves us toward a 
selflessness that is God focused and 
neighbor focused. In the spiritual life, 
we are served by serving others. “It is in 
giving that we receive. It is in pardoning 
that we are pardoned.” (Prayer of St. 
Francis).

Jesus is inviting us into a different way 
of seeing. We begin to SEE that God’s 
love and God’s law are connected and 
that the parameters the Lord is giving 
us are for our own good and the good 
of the human race. 

What happens to a young child who 
gets everything he wants when he 
wants it? We say that child ends up 
being spoiled. Well, we can sometimes 
carry this into adulthood. We want what 
we want when we want it, regardless of 
if it’s God’s will. This is not a good road 
to take in light of the common good.

When Mother Church (guided by 
sacred scripture and sacred tradition) 
teaches, she teaches with God’s 
revelation in mind and all of humanity in 
mind. Mother Church is not Congress, 
which is heavily influenced by lobbyists 
who are out for their own special 
interests.

We are always able to use our freewill 
to do whatever we want. God gave us 
this gift. But is what we want to do in 
line with God’s love and God’s law? Is 
what we want to do when we want to 
do it even good for us?

It all begins in the heart. Ideally, our 
heart in relationship with Jesus’ Sacred 
Heart.

SUNDAY, SUNDAY, SUNDAY

We call Sunday the Lord’s Day, and so 
it is. 

Recall, however, Mark’s gospel, chapter 
two. It reads, “The sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the sabbath.”

This means that the sabbath of the 
Old Covenant was for the people, and 
that the sabbath of the New Covenant 
(Sunday) is also for the people. We 
need it. God needs nothing. Sunday is 
a day of rest, worship and family FOR 
US.

As Catholics, Holy Mass is our avenue 
of formal worship that is for our benefit. 
Again, God does not need our worship. 
We need God’s grace, and Holy Mass 
is where we worship, and are in turn 
sanctified. 

Unfortunately, in our culture, Sunday 
has become just another day of the 
week. Many folks no longer formally 
worship. Many folks no longer rest. 
Many folks no longer spend time with 
family.

Okay, Fr. Bob, now what? We help 
people rediscover the Sabbath; we 
help people see that Sunday is for our 
good, our well-being. Every single 
human being worships. We are wired 
for worship. God put it there. The 
question is … who or what are we 
worshipping?

There are folks who no longer worship 
at a one-hour Mass but have no 
problem sitting through a three-and-a-
half hour sporting event, or going to a 
two-hour movie at the theater, or those 
folks who surf in internet for hours. We 
make time for what is important to us.

Jesus gives us Holy Mass as pure 
blessing. He did not intend it to be a 
burden. He knows we need to worship 
and he gives us his very own Self as the 
object of our deepest desire. Happy 
Sunday!

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG



Saturday, January 4th
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Thomas Murray (Family)
† Daniel Marro (Donna Topps)
† Dalia Kucenas (Daughter Silva)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Sara McKenna (Art & Katie Carpenter)
Sunday, February 5th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Vernon Hylka (Nancy Shotas)
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Josephine Regnier (Sage Family)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
All members of the Altar & Rosary Society (A&R Society)
† Kathy Calcagno (Ray & Mary Lou Kolasinski)
† John Cox (Karen Walsh)
† Frances Szumowski (Kathleen & Jim Laski)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Isabel Rodriguez (Bert Rodriguez)
† Christian Furczon
† Joseph & Mary Negoski (Ben & Judy Shafer)
† Judith Siwek (Family)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)

Monday, February 6th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Frances Hisson (Arelene Scaletta)
† Tony Bojarski (Barbara Rendak)
Tuesday, February 7th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Samantha Kuebler (Mary Kolimas)
† Louis Gomez (Family)
Wednesday, February 8th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Irene Perconti)
Thursday, February 9th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Nancy Shotas (Steve Chavos)
† Josephine Wodarczyk (Barbara Rendak)
† James Suchy (Family)
Friday, February 10th | 8 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Adele Vacchiano (Arlene 
Scaletta)
† Rev. Francis Maniola (Olaska Family)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

LET US PRAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF FEBRUARY 4 - FEBRUARY 10

Saturday, February 11th
8:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
† Grupenhagen Family (Marie Zilka)
† Sophie Budz (Barbara Rendak)
† Patricia Biniewicz (Jean Piotrowski)
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Dorothea Caffey (Jim & Tricia Ramazinski)
† Catherine Lawler (Mary Trendle)
† Frances Szumowski (Art & Katie Carpenter)
Sunday, February 12th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Vernon Hylka (Nancy 
Shotas)
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
† Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Living & deceased members of the Budoosky Family (Fox Family)
Deceased members of the Trezek Family (Family)
† Marge & Bob Fitzgerald (Sally Carmody)
† Eileen “Sally” Setina (Nancy Markham)
† Marianna Loughran (Bunco Gals)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Valentina & Felix Almendarez (Almendarez Family)
† Nydia Buentello (Laurel Family)
† Mary Rita Flowers (Hughes Family)
† Jesse Sandoval (Donna Topps)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Mary Suchy (Family)
† Bob John & Bobby Soltis (Soltis Family)
† Nick Alderfer & Mickie Valestin (Soltis Family)

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members.
Please call the parish office to add or remove a name.

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Domingo Battung III
Hichelle Battung
Dominic Battung
Hannah Battung
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Maxine Carey
Judy Carranza
Giovanni Carrigan
Rita Cernick
Michael Clifford
Marilyn Crites
Margaret Dalton
Leon Detlaf
Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Mia Forbes
Nia Forbes
Geri Gestaut
Heather Hradek
Shawn Hughes

Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Ron Kelly
Robert Kroll
Claudia Kwilosz
Sharon Labiak
Flavia Langan
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Natalie LeCompte
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
Lori McCarthy
Maria Montiel
Edward Moriarty
Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Jesus Perez
Juan B. Perez
Maria P. Perez

Juan Perez
Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Letticia Reyes
Graciela Rivas
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
John Shipper
Mary Shortall
Pat Soltis
Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka
Michael Sutkowski
Pat Szczepanski
Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Buddy Valela
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Michelle
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FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
When 
discovering 
something new, 
solving a mystery, 
perhaps even 
investigating 
a crime or 
problem, the 
dedicated 
individuals 
occasionally 
will describe 

their endeavor as analogous, “to 
peeling back the layers of an onion,” 
laboring to find the core, the sought-
after answer. One layer removed, one 
step completed, allows access to the 
next one and so forth until the center, 
the origin or end is found. For anyone 
who cooks with onions, peeling the 
layers not only leads to the core but 
can progressively release more potent 
odors. Nearing the end of mystery or 
the solution to a problem can heighten 
the sense of urgency and excitement 
as the conclusion seems imminent. Our 
Lord knows these conditions of our 
humanity, our experiences, desires, and 
communication. As we continue with 
the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel 
Reading for this Sunday, Jesus segues 
from the Beatitudes, the ways, which 
lead to happiness in God and those who 
practice them, to their responsibilities. 
The Son of God is beginning to peel 
back the layers of what discipleship will 
require.

In the second portion of the Sermon on 
the Mount, Jesus does not reference 
onions but instead chooses salt as a 
metaphor. Salt seems to have been 
a familiar seasoning, not a rare spice 
beyond the experience of the crowds 
who are listening to Him. Salt, with its 
distinct flavor (analogous to an onion’s 
characteristic odor), would seem to 
lose its purpose if, as Jesus cautions, 
it no longer is characterized with any 
taste: “‘You are the salt of the earth. 

But if salt loses its taste, with what can 
it be seasoned? It is no longer good 
for anything but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot.’” (Matthew 5:13) 
Salt is supposed to be noticeable, 
distinguishable because of its taste.

Shifting from food and the sense of 
taste, Jesus moves on to light and the 
sense of sight. Light is integral if objects 
are to be seen under normal conditions 
by our eyes. Again, light, whether 
emitted from the Sun, candles, or oil 
lamps, probably is familiar to most of 
the people who are in Jesus’ presence. 
The absence of light would complicate 
movement then as does even now. 
One of the properties of light is that it 
interacts with things to make them and 
their features, such as color and size, 
visible to us. We are able to distinguish 
items, even people, in most instances, 
predominantly by how they appear, 
which depends on illumination. Hence, 
Jesus exhorts those before Him, “‘You 
are the light of the world. A city set on 
a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do 
they light a lamp and then put it under 
a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, 
where it gives light to all in the house. 
Just so, your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.’” 
(Matthew 5:14-16)

Both salt and light are ordinary yet 
distinct. It is on this basis, salt by its 
nature conveying salty flavor and light by 
its nature illuminating objects, that they 
are easily recognizable and perhaps the 
reason for why Jesus references them as 
ways of teaching how those who would 
follow Him are to be ordinary yet distinct. 
This understanding of Jesus’ preaching 
is part of the commentary proffered 
by our bishops: “By their deeds the 
disciples are to influence the world for 
good. They can no more escape notice 
than a city set on a mountain. If they fail 
in good works, they are as useless as 

flavorless salt or as a lamp whose light is 
concealed.”
(Accessed on 30 January 2023, https://
bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5.)

Jesus is not calling for these early 
inquirers to act ostentatiously in His 
name, making a public spectacle or 
upheaval. By contrast, one who is 
genuinely a disciple of the Word made 
flesh will be noticeable to others in a 
way that leads back to Christ and will 
“‘glorify your heavenly Father.’” Differing 
from salt, which by its nature bears a 
salty flavor, and light, which by its nature 
illuminates things, those who would 
be followers of the Lord will have to 
choose to persevere in His way, in word 
and deed, in worship and daily living. 
St. Paul describes how he has acted 
as a Christian, a way of being salt and 
light: “I did not come with sublimity 
of words or of wisdom. For I resolved 
to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
I came to you in weakness and fear 
and much trembling, and my message 
and my proclamation were not with 
persuasive words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of Spirit and power, so 
that your faith might rest not on human 
wisdom but on the power of God.” (1 
Corinthians 2:1-5)

How, in what specific ways, do we 
demonstrate that we are Christians? 
This is a challenging question. To 
be authentic but not showy, to be 
distinguishable but not attention-
seeking, Jesus has already provided us 
with some direction: the Beatitudes.
What we believe and pray: We are 
“salt of the earth” and “the light of the 
world.”
What to stop doing, sins to avoid: Being 
honest with ourselves, do we want to be 
known as Catholics, why or why not?
What to do: Go back to the Beatitudes 
or St. Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians 
and learn what they teach us.

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
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FAITH FORMATION



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT


