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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT | MARCH 26, 2023

I AM THE 
RESURRECTION 
AND THE LIFE; 

WHOEVER 
BELIEVES IN 

ME, EVEN IF HE 
DIES, WILL LIVE, 
AND EVERYONE 
WHO LIVES AND 
BELIEVES IN ME 

WILL NEVER DIE. 
DO YOU BELIEVE 

THIS?
JOHN 11:25-26

“

”



WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
PASTORAL STAFF

REV. ROBERT REGAN
Pastor

REV. MATTHEW COMPTON
Associate Pastor

REV. NORMAN TRELA
Retired Priest in Residence

PASTORS EMERITUS

REV. TED BOJCZUK
Pastor Emeritus

REV. MARCEL PASCIAK
Pastor Emeritus 

REV. PETER PAURAZAS
Pastor Emeritus

REV. IDZI STACHERCZAK
Pastor Emeritus

PARISH STAFF

KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director

MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
Office/Tuition Coordinator

HUGO LOPEZ | EXT. 210
Communications Coordinator

IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant

PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator

DAVID BOYLE | EXT. 225
Director of Music

DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist

MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor

SCHOOL STAFF

KATHY BERRY
School Principal

CHRIS GARZA
Assistant School Principal

ST. SYMPHOROSA
6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638

ST. RENE GOUPIL
6949 West 63rd Place
Chicago, Illinois 60638

MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org

Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!



FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG

3“The gift of service leads to a life of love.” MARY WHITE

Imagine 
walking into a 
cocktail party. 
People are 
dressed to the 
nines. Various 
conversations 
are taking 
place. You join 
a group already 
engaged in 
conversation 
about the news 

of the day and the current state of the 
Chicago Bears.

A few minutes later, a new face comes 
into the group. After some initial small 
talk, the new arrival tosses this hot 
potato into the fray. “What do you think 
happens when we die?”

Errrrrrrrrrrrrr!!! That’s the sound of the 
conversation coming to a screeching 
halt. A couple people in the group 
suddenly need a re-fill on their gin and 
tonic. Another person uncomfortably 
looks around. The other two folks stand 
silent.

Let’s face it, talking about death can 
seem morbid. And yet, death is a 
daily reality. Statistics show us that 
roughly 150,000 people die every day 
somewhere in the world. That’s 6,600 
people per hour or 110 people each 
minute. 

Humanity has a 100 percent mortality 
rate. The richest person in the world will 
die, as will the homeless person under 
blankets at the bus stop. Here’s an Italian 
proverb. “At the end of the game, the 
king and the pawn both go back in the 
same box.”

Our readings for the Fifth Sunday in 
Lent invite us to see death not as an 
end. Unfortunately, many people in our 
culture today do view death as an end. 
There is nothing more. When someone 
dies, that’s it. No wonder this view of 
death causes so much angst and fear.

From our perspective, human beings are 
not just a body. We are body AND soul; 
an embodied soul, to be more precise. 
We are both material and immaterial; 

physical and spiritual. Take a moment 
and think about it. You are not an animal, 
and you are not an angel. We are 
somewhere in between. 

Our earthly body has an expiration date, 
but our soul is immortal. The soul still 
exists when the earthly body dies. The 
promise of Christ is that our immortal 
soul will one day be join our glorified 
body in the new heaven and new earth. 
Jesus boldly proclaims, “Behold, I make 
all things new.”

A healthier way to view the inevitable 
is to prepare for it. This approach gives 
context to how we are living our lives 
right now. Mindful of eternal life, we do 
our best to love God and love neighbor. 
Am I in right relationship with God? Do 
I live each day as an instrument of God’s 
love? Or has my life become solely about 
my own comfort and convenience?

One of the great problems today is that 
far too many people no longer believe 
in God, no longer believe in the afterlife. 
This leaves us only with the here and 
now. Depressing slogans like “You only 
live once,” rule hearts. With this mindset, 
we make decisions based not on the 
common good or for doing things for 
the greater glory of God, but instead we 
make selfish decisions. “What’s in it for 
me,” or “What do I want?”

This secular atheistic mindset also leads 
to dehumanization. We lose respect 
for the sanctity of life because without 
God, nothing is sacred. In our human 
arrogance and pride, we begin to build 
a modern-day technological Tower of 
Babel. We will be gods, so the thinking 
goes. We lose touch with reality amidst 
the growing insanity. 

Jesus, however, by his suffering, death, 
resurrection and ascension, prepares 
the way for us to follow. The reality of 
the cross is united with the reality of 
resurrection; new life in Christ. This new 
life in Christ begins NOW (in this world) 
but continues through bodily death to 
life beyond time and space.

We tend to be afraid of the unknown. 
We fear the unknown. This is natural for 
the human condition. Christ, however, 

makes death known by his own 
crucifixion, and he makes new life known 
by his resurrection on that first Easter 
morning. Love is stronger than death. If 
we share in his cross, we shall also share 
in his resurrection. This truly is GOOD 
NEWS.

Having a proper understanding of death 
helps us be more present to the needs 
of today. We begin to live with meaning 
and purpose as we do our best to be 
good stewards of the earth, and good 
neighbors to those around us. We no 
longer allow ourselves to be distracted 
by superficial things, things that don’t 
last. We can forgive others because God 
has forgiven us.

We can re-focus our lives on what truly 
matters. We become aware of the 
fragility and brevity of our lives on earth, 
and we start to live for the greater glory 
of God, the One who is the Source of all 
that is.

Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and 
the life; whoever believes in me, even if 
he dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.”

Do we believe this?

HOSPITALITY/USHER APPRECIATION

This is just a quick thank you to those 
men and women who are currently 
serving as ushers/hospitality folks at our 
weekend Masses.

Who are these parishioners? They 
are the ones who mainly help with 
our collection baskets and with our 
Communion procession. You might also 
see their smiling face greeting you when 
you walk in. 

We appreciate them stepping up and 
serving us each week.

HOWEVER, we need more helping 
hands so that they don’t have to “be 
on” each week. We will be asking other 
parishioners soon to please consider 
being an usher/hospitality volunteer. 
We’d like to get this ministry so that you 
are only on once a month; maybe twice. 
Thank you!



Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Domingo Battung III
Hichelle Battung
Dominic Battung
Hannah Battung
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Maxine Carey
Judy Carranza
Giovanni Carrigan
Rita Cernick
Michael Clifford
Marilyn Crites
Margaret Dalton
Leon Detlaf
Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Ken Fonte
Mia Forbes
Nia Forbes
Sue G.
Geri Gestaut
Karen Holmes
Heather Hradek

Shawn Hughes
Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Ron Kelly
Stella Kostynowicz
Robert Kroll
Claudia Kwilosz
Sharon Labiak
Flavia Langan
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Natalie LeCompte
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
Lori McCarthy
Maria Montiel
Edward Moriarty
Cecilia Nieves
Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Jesus Perez
Juan B. Perez

Maria P. Perez
Juan Perez
Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Letticia Reyes
Graciela Rivas
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
Mary Shortall
Pat Soltis
Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka
Michael Sutkowski
Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Adele Vacchiano
Buddy Valela
Stephanie Walsh
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Michelle

Saturday, March 25th
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Jazlin Perez - 15th Birthday 
(Family)
† Wood Eugene Hunter, Sr. (Gallagher Family)
Sunday, March 26th
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
† Mary Ciukaj (Family)
† Maria Aurora Cornejo-Gonzalez (Flores Family)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Michael Patrick Byrne (Mom & Dad)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Theresa Feddor)
† Russ Gonsowski (Arlene Scaletta)
† Luci Palumbo (Arlene Scaletta)
† Margaret Kalter - Annv. of Death (Larry Wisniewski)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Keith Fox (Fox Family & Friends)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
† Michael Liberto (Donna Topps)
† Jack Orsi (Family)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
In gratitude for graces given & prayers answered for the 
Lopez Family. (Anonymous)

Monday, March 27th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Lorraine DeLauriea (Mary Kolimas)
† Edward Podgorny (Family)
† Robert Montgomery, Sr. (Wife & Children)
Tuesday, March 28th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Barbara Mikulecky (Mary Kolimas)
† Frank Nardi (Barbara Rendak)
† Mel Kieffer (Janina)
Wednesday, March 29th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Heath & all the Lord’s Blessings for Bob Mikulecky (Mary Kolimas)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
† Laura Pelegrino & for Family Unity in Christ
† Victor & Zeneida Narea (Vincent Narea)
Thursday, March 30th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Arlene Scaletta (Mary Kolimas)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
Friday, March 31st | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Pat Soltis (Mary Kolimas)
† Jack Orsi (Linda Dobias)

MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

LET US PRAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF MARCH 25 - MARCH 31

Saturday, April 1st
8:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church
All Souls in Purgatory (Diana Schmidt)
4:00 PM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
† Larry Piotrowski (Jeanie)
† Louise Leahy (Family)
† Richard Merda & Phil Scaletta (Arlene, wife)
† James Inendino (Friend)
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)
Sunday, April 2nd
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Steve Chavos (Nancy Shotas)
† Vince Porcelli (Judy, wife)
† Al Beyer (Toni P.)
† Mary Ciukaj (Family)
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
All Altar & Rosary Society Members, living & deceased (A&R 
Society)
† Virginia Blazeniak (Ruth Simon)
† Mary Ann Vaitkus (Arlene Scaletta)
† Luci Palumbo (Karen Walsh)
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
† Christian Furczon
† Jose Flores (Mary Trendle)
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
† Lucio & Guadalupe Gonzalez (Lucio Gonzalez, son)
† Thomas F. Schultz (Ann Robertson, sister)

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members.
Please call the parish office to add or remove a name.



FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
“That’s who.” 
Usually the 
response, 
“That’s who,” 
is said with 
a sense of 
relief, a final 
determination 
of who a 
mysterious 
individual is. 
We hear that 
response, that 

reaction, “That’s who,” when a two or 
more people are speaking about the 
same individual whom they have met 
but might not know the person’s name. 
I was speaking with a visitor recently 
about a former coworker of mine from 
college. After a few minutes, the visitor 
realized that he knew the same person; 
it was a “That’s who,” moment, which 
furthered the conversation.

Lent has provided us with several 
examples of “That’s who,” moments. 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is 
a familiar annual account of God, 
through Jesus, revealing that He really 
does desire our reconciliation with 
Himself, analogous to the father in 
the parable desiring his younger son’s 
reconciliation with himself and even 
later of the older son being reconciled 
with his younger brother. Two Sundays 
ago, the Samaritan Woman (Woman 
at the Well), whose name we do not 
know, becomes an early witness to 
Jesus among her fellow Samaritans 
after she speaks with Jesus and reveals 
that He knows her and her life. Last 
Sunday, the Man Born Blind, whose 
name we also do not know, becomes 
another early witness to our Lord, this 
time among his fellow Jews, parents, 
and even the Pharisees, after Jesus 
cures him of blindness. In just these 
three examples, the father and his two 
sons in the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son, the Samaritan Woman, and the 
Man Born Blind all are anonymous 
according to the Gospels yet they have 
become known to billions of Christians 
by their examples of faith. Put another 
way, who is a missionary, who hands 
on the Catholic faith, people, such 
as the father of the Prodigal Son, the 
Samaritan Woman, and the Man Born 
Blind, people who realize God’s mercy, 
love, and goodness to them, that’s 
who.

The Gospel Reading for this Fifth 
Sunday of Lent shifts to specific people 
whom we know by name, specifically, 
Sts. Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. St. 
John the Evangelist recounts who they 
are for us, two sisters and one brother. 
at the beginning of the passage. This 
entire account culminates in a “That’s 
who,” revelation about Jesus as well as 
further demonstrating who follows the 
Son of God.

Recalling one of Jesus’ names, a name 
which we hear around Christmas, 
Emmanuel, meaning “God with us,” 
the Savior reveals that God is with Sts. 
Martha and Mary in their grief for their 
brother: “When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him; but Mary sat at home. Martha said 
to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that whatever you ask 
of God, God will give you.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘Your brother will rise.’  Martha 
said to him, ‘I know he will rise, in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus 
told her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life; whoever believes in me, even if he 
dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord. I have come to believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the world.’ When 
she had said this, she went and called 

her sister Mary secretly, saying, ‘The 
teacher is here and is asking for you.’ 
As soon as she heard this, she rose 
quickly and went to him. For Jesus had 
not yet come into the village, but was 
still where Martha had met him. So 
when the Jews who were with her in 
the house comforting her saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out, they followed 
her, presuming that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came to where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said to him, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.’” (John 11:20-32) 

Both St. Martha and St. Mary profess 
that Jesus, if present before their 
brother had died, would have 
prevented his death. Already, 
they believe our Lord capable of 
accomplishing miracles, and now, He 
is with them. As the reading continues, 
Jesus raises one who is dead; He 
resuscitates St. Lazarus to life. Before 
accomplishing this mighty work, Christ 
reveals why He has waited to go to St. 
Lazarus and awaken him: “‘I am glad 
for you [the Apostles] that I was not 
there, that you may believe. Let us go 
to him.’” (John 11:15) Who is Jesus? He 
is God with us, the author of life, the 
one who will conquer sin and death, 
that’s who.

What we believe and pray: Who from 
the Bible or among people living on 
earth now have you noticed this Lent? 
Have you thanked God for those who 
have been a witness of the Catholic 
faith to you?
What to stop doing, sins to avoid: Do 
not be afraid to live realizing that God 
is with us or to keep Him at a distance.
What to do: Remain with the Lord this 
Lent and follow St. Thomas’ confident 
response, “‘Let us also go to die with 
him.’” (John 11:16)

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS
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FAITH FORMATION
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All proceeds benefit the parish school of Two Holy Martyrs and will help in the purchase of 

STEM Studio equipment, security updates and scholarship assistance.


