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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. AusƟn Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 
August | October | December 

January | March | May 
July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary aŌer 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR XT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE &  
TUITION COORDINATOR  248 

Irene PerconƟ 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

MaƩ Capparelli 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN &  
GENERAL OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. AusƟn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on AusƟn between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. AusƟn Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 oĸce@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 
 ONLINE/ELECTRONIC DONATIONS 

    
$9,237.00 

  
August 1, 2025 to August 31, 2025 

  
Total number of transacƟons:  

 272 

Contact  
Two Holy Martyrs  

St. Vincent de Paul at  
(312) 316.3725 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish


 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  October 5, 2025 

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
How easily today we can echo the voice of 
the prophet Habakkuk. 
 
He writes, "How long I cry for help but you 
do not listen. I cry out to you, 'Violence!' 
but you do not intervene. Why do you let 
me see ruin; why must I look at misery? 
Destruction and violence are before me. 
There is strife and clamorous discord." 
 
Although the prophet Habakkuk wrote in 
the period of 605-597 BC, his words 
resonate in the year 2025. The text of 
Habakkuk moves from complaint about 
injustice to a vision of God's judgment on 
the wicked and finally to a revelation of the 
glory of God. The book moves from a 
certain doubt about evil around us to a 
vision of how God will deal with it and 
finally to a basic trust in God no matter 
how bad things may appear to be. 
 
Although we trust God, it's still difficult in 
our own day and age to witness violence 
and to be victims of the violence. We, too, 
cry out, "Violence!" We recognize things 
are not as they should be. And yet? We're 
surrounded by violence; not only actual 
violence in our homes and streets, but 
also in our "entertainment." I used to 
regularly watch television shows like 
Criminal Minds and Law & Order SVU, but 
I remember a specific episode that 
simulated the crime scene of a school 
shooting and I reacted by saying, "I can't 
watch this kind of stuff anymore." Even 
though it was fake, I was still taking in the 
ugliness of violence and its dehumanizing 
effects. 
 
During October, the Church celebrates 
Respect Life month. We believe human 
life is sacred and that every human being 
has an inherent dignity because we are 
made in the image and likeness of God. 

We bare the spark of the divine. We are 
not products of random chance. We are 
not cosmic accidents. We have been 
loved into existence by the One who is 
Love (God the Father, God the Son, God 
the Holy Spirit). 
 
When does human life become sacred? 
The moment of conception. Yes, this is 
one of our culture's hot button issues, but 
Mother Church remains strong in her 
teaching, which is also supported by those 
who claim human life begins at conception 
from a more biological approach instead 
of from a faith perspective. Human life 
remains sacred all through life until natural 
death. We are called to see one another 
through a sacred lens, but when we 
discard the sacred lens, we become 
capable of dehumanizing blindness. 
 
Novelist Aldous Huxley, author of Brave 
New World, wrote, "The propagandist's 
purpose is to make one set of people 
forget that certain other sets of people are 
human." 
 
Well, the propagandists are doing an 
effective job today in our culture of getting 
us to see one another as less than 
human. But there is only one primary 
Propagandist who, unfortunately, has 
plenty of our fellow human beings 
cooperating with his hatred of God, hatred 
of humanity, hatred of children, and hatred 
of creation. Jesus refers to this 
Propagandist as a liar and murderer. 
Jesus also references the "thief" who 
comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. The 
Lord says, "I came that they might have 
life and have it abundantly." 
 
God is a lifer giver. God is the Author of 
life. Thanks be to Jesus Christ, life is more 
than mere biological life. In Greek there is 
more than one word for life. Two of the 
Greek words are bios and zoe. Bios 
means material life/physical life. Zoe, 
however, means divine life; eternal life. 
This is the life of grace made available to 
us by Jesus, and the Lord uses his 
Church as the sacrament of salvation. 
Woe to us when we think life is only 
biology and that when someone's life 
becomes inconvenient for us, we think we 

are justified in murder. We even come up 
with euphemisms for the word murder so 
as to soften the reality of what we're 
actually doing. 
 
Respect for life begins close to home by 
simply showing respect for your own life. 
Leo the Great said, "Christian, remember 
your dignity." We far too often think 
violence as only being other directed, but 
for some folks violence can be self 
directed. People do violence to 
themselves. They find themselves hating 
themselves and this we must see as a lie 
and the work of the Enemy. There are 
various reasons a person might hate 
themselves and do violence to 
themselves, but ultimately we see the 
"fingerprints" of the liar and murderer. 
Someone who would never hurt an ant or 
a fly ends up hurting themselves in some 
dysfunctional way.  
 
In contrast, a person who does violence to 
others can be found compensating for 
their guilty conscience by wanting to 
appear virtuous in some other area of life. 
An example would be a husband who 
physical abuses his wife and children but 
he also sits on the local school board and 
helps occasionally at a soup kitchen for 
the homeless. Another example is  
someone who openly celebrates abortion 
but is a staunch advocate speaking out 
against animal abuse. We can recognize 
the cognitive dissonance of a guilty 
conscience. We find ways to justify our 
violence. 
 
Jesus desires we have life and have it in 
abundance. This calls us to deepen our 
relationship with the Lord and to live in a 
state of sanctifying grace. Imagine a 
culture of human beings who desire to live 
a life of grace. One thing is certain, there'd 
be a respect for God, for one another, or 
for our own self. 
 
Mary, Queen of Sorrows, pray for us. 
 
Quote - "Saying there are too many 
children is like saying there are too many 
flowers." -- Mother Teresa 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
One of the first things that the council 
fathers wanted to do in Lumen 

Gentium was to remind both the 
faithful and the world that the Church 
was not an accident. Due to the 
involvement of the Church in world 
history for the past 2,000 years, one 
could fall into the belief that she is just 
another institution amidst all the 
governments and organizations of the 
world. While she has certainly played 
a pivotal role in the growth of 
civilization, especially in the West, 
regarding the Church as man-made 
and devoid of divine influence is to 
see her only on the surface. 
 
The opening section of Lumen 
Gentium is a masterclass in a 
presentation of what we call the 
kerygma. You may have heard  
Fr. Bob or I use this term before – it 
has been more popular as the Church 
in the United States has emphasized 
the need for evangelization. In Greek, 
it means “proclamation”. Specifically, it 
refers to the essential proclamation of 
salvation that is presented by the 
gospels.  
 
“The eternal Father, by a free and 
hidden plan of His own wisdom and 
goodness, created the whole world. 
His plan was to raise men to a 
participation of the divine life. Fallen in 
Adam, God the Father did not leave 
men to themselves, but ceaselessly 
offered helps to salvation, in view of 
Christ, the Redeemer” (LG2).  This is 
the heart of the Catholic kerygma: A 

loving God creates man, man turns 
against God, God sends his Son to 
live among us and save us through 
the cross, and the Son ascends into 
heaven so as to bring humanity into 
union with that Creator God. 
 
It's important that the proclamation is 
made, because without it, the Church 
really is just another organization. 
However, because she has her source 
in the saving work of Jesus Christ, she 
becomes the means by which grace is 
poured into the world. The fathers 
continue: “To carry out the will of the 
Father, Christ inaugurated the 
Kingdom of heaven on earth and 
revealed to us the mystery of that 
kingdom. By His obedience He 
brought about redemption. The 
Church, or, in other words, the 
kingdom of Christ now present in 
mystery, grows visibly through the 
power of God in the world.” 
 
It really can be tempting to reduce the 
Church to a charitable yet flawed 
association of believers. Doing so 
reduces her to something that can be 
controlled, manipulated, or ignored. 
The Church, though, never acts alone, 
but in concert with and from the 
Trinitarian Godhead. “The Church has 
been seen as a people made one with 
the unity of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit” (LG4). 
 
The council fathers are 
also careful to state that 
the Church founded by 
Jesus Christ is one that 
flows from the covenants 
and promises of the Old 
Testament. From the 
beginning, God “planned 
to assemble in the holy 
Church all those who 
would believe in Christ. 
Already from the 
beginning of the world 
the foreshadowing of the 

Church took place. It was prepared in 
a remarkable way throughout the 
history of the people of Israel and by 
means of the Old Covenant.” This isn’t 
a replacement of a religion, but a 
fulfillment. 
 
We can take a lesson from how the 
bishops laid out Lumen Gentium by 
centering it around the kerygma. In a 
world that is losing belief and a basic 
knowledge of sin, right worship, and 
the transcendent, it’s essential that we 
remind both ourselves and those we 
meet of the whole purpose of Jesus 
and his Church. Before teaching 
doctrine, giving sacraments, or moral 
instruction, Catholics must share the 
good news that God saves us in 
Christ. Otherwise, we risk reducing 
the faith to rules, culture, or routine 
instead of living from the heart of the 
Gospel and joyfully sharing freedom in 
Christ. 
 
While the Catholic Church does have 
visible, institutional dimensions, such 
as the pope, bishops, canon law, and 
parishes, its deepest reality is a 
mystery of grace, communion, and 
mission. Next time, we’ll look at some 
of the analogies and metaphors that 
we (thanks to both the Church and the 
council fathers) can compare the 
Church in order to gain a greater 
understand of her true identity.  
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Presiders are subject to change without noƟce. 

Thursday October 9th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

In loving memory of Lucio Gonzalez on his anniversary (Family) 
Rosemary Labno (Family & Friends) 
Lauren Vitrano (Dawn Vitrano & Amanda Gebert) 

 
Friday October 10th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Claude Wiatrak (Wife Clara) 
Peace for Daniel SarliƩo 
Elizabeth SarliƩo (Mary SarliƩo ) 
In loving memory of Patrick Carmody on his birthday 
(Kathleen Ross) 

 
Saturday October 11th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Priest VocaƟons 
 Keith Spencer (Giron Family) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Sandy Bartusiak (Jeanie) 
Walter & Frances Szumowski (Wes & Debbie Szumowski) 
Lupe & Anthony Mendez (Almendarez Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Maeve Walsh (Murphy Family) 
 

Sunday October 12th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Theodore & Stella Szydlowski (Family) 
In Thanksgiving to the Blessed Mother 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin  
Paz Cordova and All Poor Souls in Purgatory  
(Rosario BaƩung) 
Ken Moran (C. Moran) 
Eileen Woulfe (Woulfe Family) 
Theresa Sinkowski (Ramazinski Family) 
Helen Hermanowicz (George & Nancy Groszek) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob (CHOIR) 
Mercedes ValenƟn & Deceased Family (Family) 
Graciela Perez (Sal & Nancy Perez) 
ChrisƟan Furczon 
Praying for Living & Deceased Members of the McKean 
Family (John & Gloria Bodoki) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
PRO POPULO 

Saturday October 4th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Thomas Murray (Family) 
Robert Compton & Kim Boll (Wife & Mother) 
David Casper (Judy Porcelli) 
Praying for the Antonangeli Family 
 

Sunday October 5th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
John Gaca (Wife) 
Donna Kozlowski (Marge Tulik) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin (CHOIR) 
All Members Living & Deceased of the Altar & Rosary Society 
(Altar & Rosary) 
John (Jack) Gaca (Wife) 
Rick RicordaƟ (Nancy Markham) 
LoreƩa Pozniak (Pozniak Family) 
50th Wedding Anniversary for Diane & Rich Shatkus 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Nancy Janda (Husband Douglas) 
Wanda Stanek (Roxane & Frank Lozich) 
Lord’s Blessings for Theresa AlberƟni (C. Moran) 
Bruna Almazan (George & Sue Devereux) 
Eileen Woulfe (Woulfe Family) 

 
Monday October 6th  
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Januario Gonzalez (Maria Gonzalez) 
Birthday & Good Health Blessings for Elmer BaƩung   
(Rosario BaƩung) 
Praying for all the Colucci Family 

 

Tuesday October 7th  
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

All Poor Souls in Purgatory 

 

Wednesday October 8th 
08:00 AM |St. Symphorosa 

Helena Turek (Janina) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Ann Calcagno (Kathy Calcagno) 
Marie O’Brien (Family) 
Birthday & Good Health Blessings for Hanah BaƩung  
(Rosario BaƩung) 

WEDDING BANNS:  
 

I & II - David Mazzacano & Gabriella Cannella  
I - Mark Leahy & Patrycia Puszkarski  

For the week of: 
October 4th - October 12th  
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OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please hear 
our intentions for the month of  

 
  

OCTOBER 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF TERESA GUERRERO 
For the repose of her soul, given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
 

PRAYING FOR ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ 
FAMILIES 
given by Family. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF BRUNA ALMAZAN 
For the repose of her soul, given by Lucy, Alex, Lourdes & Angie 
Almazan. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOHN (JACK) GACA 
For the repose of his soul, given by wife. 
 

In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY:  
09/28/25: $9,006.37 

                                                                               
Split the Pot Winning Envelope #:  

63580: $420.00   
                                                                     
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5.00  

is required to parƟcipate. 

OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for the 

following intentions for the month of  
  

 

OCTOBER 
  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF VINCE & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF HELEN, VIRGIE, & ALICE 

For the repose of their souls, given by sister Arlene 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF JOHN (JACK) GACA 
For the repose of his soul, given by wife. 
 

PRAYING FOR ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE BATTUNG FAMILY 
given by Rosario Battung. 
 
 

 

In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  October 5, 2025 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
Upcoming 

Events: 
 

10/07:   Faith FormaƟon Classes 

           Syms Campus. (Tues.) 
 

10/09:   ConĮrmaƟon Parent/Student 

 /Sponsor MeeƟng 6pm  
 @ St. Syms. 
 

10/11:   Faith FormaƟon Classes  
 Syms Campus. (Sat.) 
 

10/14:   ReconciliaƟon Parent  
 MeeƟng. 6pm @ St. Rene. 
 

10/19:   Sixth Grade Family Mass. 
 9am @ St. Syms. 
 

10/21:   Faith FormaƟon Classes 

           Syms Campus. (Tues.) 
 

10/25:   Faith FormaƟon Classes  
 Syms Campus. (Sat.) 
 

10/28:   ConĮrmaƟon Parent/Student 

 /Sponsor MeeƟng. 6pm  
 @ St. Rene. 

 

     

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING 
 

On October 4th & October 14th,  
parents will gather for a meeƟng in preparaƟon for their child’s celebraƟon of 

First ReconciliaƟon which takes place in December. 
 

We iniƟally prepare our children for this sacrament as we teach them about right 
and wrong.  And way before they understand what sin is, we teach them to say 
“I’m sorry” when they have done wrong or have hurt someone.  Once again, we 

emphasize that parents are the Įrst and primary catechists of their children, using 
“teachable moments” to help their children grow in faith.  

 

The focus of these parent gatherings will be to honor your role as parents and 
assist you in that role.  (parents need only aƩend one meeƟng.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ConĮrmaƟon  
Parent/Student/Sponsor MeeƟng 

 
We will welcome our ConĮrmandi, their parents and sponsors 

 to a ConĮrmaƟon PreparaƟon meeƟng.   
Our own Pastor, Fr. Robert Regan will be the presenter.   

We happily anƟcipate his Ɵme with us because we know he will encourage our 
ConĮrmaƟon candidates to share the good news of Jesus by their witness to 

Gospel values and their care for those in need.  Please remember to include the 
ConĮrmaƟon candidates, their parents and sponsors in your prayers.  

(The meeƟngs are scheduled for Oct. 9 and Oct. 28)  

 

 

 

 

The Sixth-Grade Family Mass will be held on Sunday, 
 October 19th at 9:00am at St. Symphorosa Church.   

All the sixth-grade students and their families are invited to aƩend this Mass.  
Families are invited to donate a non-perishable food item for the needy….  

A DonaƟon basket will be located in the Narthex.   
Thank You!  

 

We look forward to welcoming you on  
October 19th at 9:00am at  St.  Symphorosa Church.  

OCTOBER IS THE 
MONTH OF THE 
HOLY ROSARY. 

 

Students in Įrst 
year prep for  

Holy Communion 
worked on God’s 
creaƟon murals.  
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.

773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com
Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DAVE AMATO’S  
DAYTON  

AUTO REBUILDERS, INC.
Family Owned & Operated 30 Yrs.

State Of The Art Body Shop

6843 W. 60th Pl.
773-586-1418



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Two Holy Martyrs, Chicago, IL              A 4C 01-4065

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor

david.matuszak@sisfp.com  

Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 

• Trusts 

• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 

Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces

• Air Conditioners

• Boilers

• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141


