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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH
PASTORAL STAFF

REV. ROBERT REGAN
Pastor

REV. MATTHEW COMPTON
Associate Pastor

REV. NORMAN TRELA
Retired Priest in Residence

PASTORS EMERITUS

REV. TED BOJCZUK
Pastor Emeritus

REV. PETER PAURAZAS
Pastor Emeritus

REV. IDZI STACHERCZAK
Pastor Emeritus

PARISH STAFF

KEN HILLIARD | EXT. 222
Operations Director

MAGDALAN KOZIAR | EXT. 248
Office/Tuition Coordinator

HUGO LOPEZ | EXT. 210
Communications Coordinator

IRENE PERCONTI | EXT. 241
Administrative Assistant

PEG SIEBENALER | EXT. 226
Faith Formation Coordinator

DCN. RAUL DUQUE
Parish Organist

MARK SCHUSTERIC
Maintenance Supervisor

SCHOOL STAFF

KATHY BERRY
School Principal

CHRIS GARZA
Assistant School Principal

ST. SYMPHOROSA
6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60638

ST. RENE GOUPIL
6949 West 63rd Place
Chicago, Illinois 60638

MASS TIMES

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
5:30 PM

Sunday
9 AM
12 PM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months:
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug.
Oct. | Dec.

RECONCILIATION
Tuesdays | 6 PM to 7 PM

WEEKEND MASS
Saturday Vigil
4 PM

Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

WEEKDAY MASS
Monday - Saturday | 8 AM at 
alternating church sites in the 
following months: 
Jan. | Mar. | May | July
Sept. | Nov.

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays | 3 PM to 3:45 PM

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 4 PM

Saturday | 9 AM to 12 PM
773.767.1523 | info@twoholymartyrs.org

St. Symphorosa School Office Hours
Monday - Friday | 9 AM to 3 PM

6125 S. Austin Avenue | Chicago, Illinois 60638
773.585.6888 | office@stsymphorosaschool.org
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Join us after every daily mass (Mon. - Sat.) in praying the Rosary.
Everyone is welcome! Come meditate on Christ with us!

twoholymartyrs



Remember 
the large maps 
located inside a 
mall?

You would walk 
up to it and you 
would see an 
arrow indicating 
where you stood 
at that moment 
in relation to the 
rest of the mall. 

The words inside the arrow read, “You 
are here!” This helped you get your 
bearings and assisted in helping you get 
where you wanted to go.

In the spiritual life, we also need to 
know where we are going. At any given 
moment, we are going in one of two 
directions: toward God or away from 
God; toward Love or away from Love.

This Sunday, we hear the well-known 
parable of the Prodigal Son. This 
younger son decides to leave home, 
taking with him his inheritance even 
though the father is still alive. He goes 
far away from the father and frivolously 
blows the money. He soon finds him 
down and out. At a key moment, the 
younger son wakes up to reality and 
decides he is heading the wrong way.

“I shall get up and go to my father,” 
the younger son said. This is a pivotal 
moment. He does an about-face and 
changes the direction of his life. Instead 
of distancing himself from the father, he 
is now heading home toward the father.

What about you? Is your life direction set 
on God? Or do you find yourself drifting 
away from the One who is Love? Which 
way we are heading has a profound 
effect on how we view everything else 
in life.

God lets us wander. And sometimes, 
we need to wander so that we can 
discover what we truly desire. It took the 
younger son going his own way before 
he “came to his senses” and realized he 
was heading in the wrong direction. He 

changes his life direction and returns to 
the father.

The one location not available to 
us in the spiritual life is the Land of 
Indifference. Again, there are only two 
directions in the spiritual life: away from 
God and toward God. Our choice.

Our prayer is always that we set our 
hearts on the only One who is the true 
satisfaction of all our desires. Being 
at home with Love helps us, in turn, 
become instruments of love in a world 
filled with love wounds. Set your heart 
on God, and live life.

SEPTEMBER 11TH

We want to take time this weekend to 
pray for all those who lost their life in the 
horrors of September 11, 2001. We also 
pray for the families who lost a loved 
one. We pray for all those who were 
wounded on 9/11 and might still be 
suffering either physically or emotionally. 
We ask the Lord to bring the necessary 
healing.

Sadly, the use of violence continues 
every day throughout the world. There 
are far too many hearts filled with anger, 
hatred, and/or vengeance. A heart filled 
with those things produces, at some 
point, violent words and violent actions. 

Ponder these words from Gandhi:

“I object to violence because when 
it appears to do good, the good is 
only temporary; the evil it does is 
permanent.”

One question we can each ask ourselves 
before saying or doing something is, “Is 
what I am about to say or do a loving 
act?” If we say yes, then we continue. If 
we say no, then we must consider why 
we would continue.

In a world full of problems, we always 
have Someone to turn toward as an 
authentic Solution. Jesus is the way, and 
the truth, and the life. He is the One who 
leads us closer and closer to real Love; a 

Love that is stronger than death.

NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR

We are pleased to announce that Mr. 
David Boyle is our new Director of Music 
for Two Holy Martyrs Parish.

Mr. Boyle brings with him a lifetime of 
music experience, including playing 
and singing within the context of 
church liturgy. During the interview 
process, David met with our parish choir 
members, and it was evident they all 
worked well together.

David mixes the use of organ and piano 
as he helps us participate musically at 
Holy Mass.

In addition to playing at our weekend 
Masses, the director of music also plays 
at funerals, weddings, school Masses, 
and solemnities. He also practices 
weekly with the parish choir.

Please warmly welcome David Boyle to 
our faith community. 

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS

This is the time of year when our parish 
Faith Formation program begins. 
Parents have decided that our Catholic 
faith is important to them and that their 
child be part of a formation process 
that includes learning to pray, the 
importance of the sacraments, and the 
role of service.

We are grateful to the parents and to 
the volunteer catechists who will be part 
of the formation process.

Whether we realize it or not, something 
or someone will form our children. We 
desire that Jesus be the One who helps 
form the minds and hearts of our young 
disciples. The world clamors to lure 
children away from God and the sacred 
things of God. We want to bring our 
children to the Lord. 

Please keep all our children and their 
respective families in your prayers.

“We are not the sum of  our weaknesses and failures. We are the sum of the Father ’s love for us 
and our real capacity to become the image of His Son.”

ST. JOHN PAUL II 3
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LET US PRAY
MASS INTENTIONS FOR SATURDAY

& SUNDAY

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
OF SEPTEMBER 10 - SEPTEMBER 16

Saturday, September 10th
4:00 PM | St. René Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
†Benton K. Drozd †Casimir & Helen Gerlick 
†Edward Gerlick †Johanna Kubo †Edward J. Robertson
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
Health & intentions for Rev. Matthew Compton
†Richard Frank Cernick †Leo Karpinski

Sunday, September 11th | Twenty-Fourth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
†Vince Porcelli
9:00 AM - Patriot Day Mass | St. Symphorosa Church | 
Presider: Fr. Bob
Health & intentions for Rev. Bob Regan - Birthday 
†Charles Shilney †Mel Keiffer †Dennis Simpson
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob 
†John Crowley - 5th Annv.
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Marco & Lizette Sierra - 
10th Wedding Annv.
†Rosaria Maria & John Dragosetti †Joyce Stalmack 

Monday, September 12th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
†Sue Solcani
Tuesday, September 13th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
For all souls in Purgatory.
†Baby Wiatrak
Wednesday, September 14th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
†Vince Porcelli †Irene Podlasek †Charlotte Zdziennicki
Thursday, September 15th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
In thanksgiving to the Holy Trinity
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Raymond Rodriguez - 
67th Birthday
Friday, September 16th | 8 AM | St. René Goupil Church
Vocations to the priesthood.
For all souls in Purgatory.
†Sue Solcani

Saturday, September 17th
8:00 AM | St. René Goupil Church
For any mass intention that has never been fulfilled.
4:00 PM | St. René Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
†Samuel & Eleanore Holmes
5:30 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Health & all the Lord’s Blessings for Rita Cernick - Birthday

Sunday, September 18th | Twenty-Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (Catechetical Sunday)
7:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Bob
†Vince Porcelli
9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Norm
†Claude Wiatrak †Rev. George Schramm
10:30 AM | St. René Goupil Church | Presider: Fr. Matt 
†Rita Tomczak †Keith Fox
12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa Church | Presider: Fr. Matt
Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish)

*Weekend presider subject to change without notice.*
Attention Lectors: The monthly schedules are posted in the sacristy. 

Please reference the calendar for your scheduled day. Hugo Lopez is now 
coordinating the lector schedules. If you haven’t already, please contact him 

with your information and your Mass time preferences: 
HLopez@archchicago.org or (773) 767-1523 ext. 210

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR THE SICK

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call the parish office to 
add or remove a name.

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez
Raeann Arends
Ignatius Battiato
Jean Bell
Mary Bieser
Fr. Ted Bojczuk
Kathy Calcagno
Maxine Carey
Giovanni Carrigan
Michael Clifford
Larry Cretes, Sr.
Marilyn Cretes
Margaret Dalton

Debbie Flint
Maria Flores
Ramiro Garza
Geri Gestaut
Heather Hradek
Shawn Hughes
Denise M. Jandura
Rich S. Jandura
Rick Jutton
Joan Juris
John Kappel, Jr.
Ron Kelly
Robert Kroll
Claudia Kwilosz

Sharon Labiak
James Lapsansky
Maryann Larson
Domenico Lepore
Rose Ann Lindsay
Maria Lopez
Diane Malarick
Cathy Mazieka
John Martini
Lori McCarthy
Maria Perez Montiel
Bob Pac
Eleanor Pastorek
Juan Perez

Maria Paz Perez
Stanley Polit
Jean Rayas
Letticia Reyes
Graciela Rivas
Ann Robertson
Fr. John Rudnik
Joseph Rudnik
Jack Ruggiero
John Shipper
Mary Shortall
Brian Styka
Sr. Christine Styka
Terry Styka

Joanne Tishka
Shirley Tloczek
Mary Trendle
Buddy Valela
Judith Webber
Becky Williams
JoAnn Wolniak
Virginia Wolniak
Beverly Zummerling
Michelle
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FR. MATT’S REFLECTION
Compared to 
some Sundays 
in which a 
common 
thread through 
the readings 
is difficult to 
determine, 
at least one 
distinct thread 
links all of 
the readings, 
including 

the Responsorial Psalm, this 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary 
Time. Whether explicit in word or 
demonstrated in action, God’s mercy 
is repeatedly referenced. When we 
hear of God’s mercy, though, is it 
quickly shelved along with other 
familiar facts, stored in our mental 
library? Have we heard references to 
God’s mercy so often that it seems on 
par with other common courtesies, 
such as a person opening a door for 
us, in that we appreciate the gesture 
but quickly forget it and are not really 
changed by it? Is God’s mercy a 
type of theological free pass or “Get 
out of Jail Free” card? The readings 
in this Sunday’s Mass tell us that 
divine mercy is more substantive and 
dynamic than we might realize. God’s 
mercy is for more than keeping us 
from condemnation, it is meant to be 
transformative, enlivening, making us 
more like the Holy Trinity.

St. Moses does not speak the words, 
“mercy,” or “forgiveness,” but still 
manages to describe this invaluable 
gift in a dialogue with God and prayer 
of petition: “But Moses implored 
the LORD, his God, saying, ‘Why, O 
LORD, should your wrath blaze up 
against your own people, whom you 
brought out of the land of Egypt with 
such great power and with so strong 
a hand?’” (Exodus 32:11) This First 
Reading provides a brief recounting 
of how God has already blessed 
Israel’s ancestors and freed them 
from slavery in Egypt, yet the Chosen 
People has begun to turn away from 
God, perhaps taking His blessings for 

granted. Moses intervenes on behalf 
of his people and pleads with God to 
show them mercy, not to punish them 
for their sins. What is subtly present 
in this plea is that the leader of God’s 
people asks God to remember the 
promise, the covenant, which He has 
made to Israel’s ancestors of blessing 
them and multiplying them. God does 
not experience lapses in memory, so 
Moses’ prayer is actually one of asking 
that God be merciful with His people 
so that God’s earlier word will be 
fulfilled. God’s mercy would forgive 
the Chosen People’s sin and renew 
their spousal relationship with Him, 
enabling them to live and flourish.

The Psalmist offers personal prayer to 
God yet these words are transferable 
to all Jews and Christians. Elaborating 
this interior desire, the Psalmist 
begins, “Have mercy on me, O God, 
in your goodness; in the greatness of 
your compassion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 
and of my sin cleanse me. … A clean 
heart create for me, O God, and a 
steadfast spirit renew within me. Cast 
me not out from your presence, and 
your Holy Spirit take not from me. 
… My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite 
spirit; a heart contrite and humbled, O 
God, you will not spurn.” (Psalm 51:3-
4, 12-13, 19) Here too, the author 
realizes and desires that God do more 
than forgive him of his sins. The same 
God also can provide a renewed 
life: “clean heart,” “steadfast spirit,” 
remaining in God’s “presence,” and 
continuing to be filled with the “Holy 
Spirit,” exceed superficial forgiveness 
or even the pardon of a debt. The 
Psalmist asks for gifts, which will 
preserve an enduring life with God. St. 
Paul preaches in this manner as well, 
as we hear in the Second Reading: 
“I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and arrogant, but I have 
been mercifully treated because I 
acted out of ignorance in my unbelief. 
Indeed, the grace of our Lord has 
been abundant, along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
… [For] that reason I was mercifully 

treated, so that in me, as the foremost 
[sinner], Christ Jesus might display all 
his patience as an example for those 
who would come to believe in him for 
everlasting life.” (1 Timothy 1:13-14, 
16)

The mercy, grace, faith, love and 
patience, which St. Paul proclaims, 
are revealed by Jesus’ very presence 
among “sinners” and in the parables 
He preaches. Surpassing the value of 
the lost coin and even the lost sheep, 
the restoration of sinners to union with 
God is the delight of the Almighty and 
the heavenly hosts. This reconciliation 
is inherently enlivened by divine gifts. 
The father of the Prodigal Son does 
not merely forgive him but rejoices at 
his return. Is the younger son guilty of 
sins, yes. Does the father desire that 
this younger son (and later the older 
brother) remain separated from him 
and the family, no. Instead, the father 
wants to bless his sons and so does 
our heavenly Father if we but seek 
and respond to His mercy, living life 
reconciled to God.

PS Although the particular 
circumstances of 11 September 2001 
and the subsequent response are 
not as immediate or acute now, as 
they were 10 and 20 years ago, for 
those who have worn and those who 
continue to wear the uniforms of 
service and selflessness; their loved 
ones who bid them on their way, even 
toward danger; and all who give of 
themselves for the preservation of our 
country and the light, which she bears 
to the world, I think the following 
words still ring true: “A great people 
has been moved to defend a great 
nation. … [We] go forward to defend 
freedom and all that is good and just 
in our world. Thank you, good night, 
and God bless America. President 
George W. Bush, Address, 11 
September 2001. 
(Accessed on 5 September 2022, 
https://www.rev.com/blog/transcripts/
george-bush-address-after-september-
11-attacks-transcript.)

“And behold, I [Jesus] am with you always, until the end of the age.” - MATTHEW 28:20

Our new Youth Ministry group recently secured a room in the Sharp Center of the St. Symphorosa Campus to hold our teen 
meetings. We are grateful for this milestone. We are now shifting our attention to furnishing this space. Can you help?

We’re asking for donations! 
We’re seeking the following items in good to new condition:

Sectional sofa or love seat/sofa | Coffee table | Sitting chairs (comfortable chairs to read or meditate in) | Bookcases | Side 
tables | Floor/table lamps | Cornhole boards | Puzzles | Boardgames | Bean bag chairs | Foosball Table 5
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FAITH FORMATION



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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DAVE AMATO’S
DAYTON

AUTO REBUILDERS, INC.
Family Owned & Operated 30 Yrs.

State Of The Art Body Shop
6843 W. 60th Pl.

773-586-1418

$1 OFF Any Order 
With Bulletin

Pick Up & Delivery

6654 W. Archer

773-586-2828
Daily 4pm-11pm 

Fri & Sat 4pm-12 midnight 

Sunday Noon -11 PM

Thomas P. Murphy, Agent

Bus 773-586-1500
Fax 773-435-6539

6247 W. 63rd St.
Chicago, IL 60638-5009

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, 

reliable waste management, recycling, 
or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never 

to clog or we’ll clean 
it for FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, 
pine needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to 
clean clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a 
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 3/31/22.

Receive a $50 restaurant gift card
with in-home estimate

& free gutter inspection! 
Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute 
in-home product consultation will receive a $50 gift card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value 
is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift card per household. 
LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for 
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or have a life partner, both cohabitating persons 
must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a valid photo ID, 
understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not 
eligible for this offer: employees of LeafGuard or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a LeafGuard in-home consultation within the past 12 
months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promotion may not be extended, 
transferred, or substituted except that LeafGuard may substitute a gift card of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card and terms and conditions (https://www.darden.com/
gift-cards/terms-and-conditions) of such gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class 
US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form provided at consultation. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted 
by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 
Offer ends 3/31/2022.

Call Nancy Krzystek

708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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Richard-Midway
FUNERAL
HOME
Family Owned & Operated
TRADITIONAL FUNERALS ~ CREMATION

5749 ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO
773-767-1840 ✦ 773-767-8807

Jeffrey Anderzunas, Owner/Director
www.RichardMidwayFH.com

Feeley Balto 
Funeral Service

Three Generations of 
Dedication in Serving Your 

Family’s Needs
City and Suburban Locations

773.239.9095
TELEFLORA

Soukal Floral Co., Inc.
Celebrating 101 years in Business

Visit one of the largest

greenhouses in Chicago

773-767-7055 / www.soukalfloral.com

6118 S. Archer Ave.

TELEFLORA

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
773.471.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

• Wills
• Trusts
• Real Estate
• And Other
Legal Services

773-586-1050
6545 WEST ARCHER AVE.

CHICAGO

James J. Kash

KASH LAW
OFFICES, LLC

Your Heating &

Air Conditioning Experts

• SALES • SERVICE
773.581.9300
www.wantuck.net

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

www.demmisplumbing.com

Lic# 055-044826 EMERGENCY
SERVICE

773.380.1900

Sales - Service
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces  • Air Conditioners
• Boilers     • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

PARISHIONER

DISCOUNT

GEORGE’S
PLUMBING & SEWER

Flood Control Specialists

All Types of Plumbing Repairs

• Bathroom Installations • Sump Pumps

• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets

• Sewers Inspected by camera

• Foundation Leaks Repaired

• Battery Backup Systems

Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893
43 yrs. exp.

Lic #058196966

“Serving Chicago
and Southwest

Suburbs Since 1991”

Ray Gralak
6826 W. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60638

Office: 773.284.7650
Fax: 773.284.1007

www.gralakagency.com

Mowimy
Po Polsku

         HEATING and AIR CONDITIONING

 8428 S. 88th Ave., Justice

708.952.1400 • 773.767.6700

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY

SERVICE

$40 OFF All Repairs

Serving Your
Community 
Since 1975
Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

THREE SONS
PANCAKE

HOUSE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

6200 S. ARCHER 
773.585.2767

Open 7 Days7am to 3pm

PIPES R US
Plumbing & Sewer

Senior • Police & Fireman Discounts

24 Hour

Emergency Service

773-699-9255
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

10% OFF with this ad

HERITAGE
ROOFING

FULLY
INSURED 708.253.2561

Looking  to Sell or Buy a Home?
Let’s Talk....

Cell: (773) 837-9336
armandoprieto@remax.net

Brian Schultz
Parishioner
773-841-9059
brian2868@sbcglobal.com
Living and serving in the community for over 30 years

Serving the real estate needs of the Garfield 
Ridge, Clearing and surrounding communities 
for over 20 years. Call me today 773-354-2933
Gus Drugas
Realtor®
gusdrugas@gmail.comom

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




