
September 10, 2023 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 

WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

CHURCH SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Aus n Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

SATURDAY VIGIL SATURDAY VIGIL 

5:30 PM 4 PM 

RECONCILIATION RECONCILIATION 

TUESDAY | 6 PM—7 PM SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary a er 8 AM mass Monday through 

Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

PASTORS EMERITUS 

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Percon  
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Aus n Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Aus n between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

9 AM—4 PM 

SATURDAY 

9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Aus n Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

www.stsymsschool.org 
 

office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

PARKING AND SAFETY REMINDER 
 

The safety of our parish community is important  and must be taken into considera on 
at each gathering.  Should serious medical or facility issues arise unexpectedly we must 
be prepared.  We ask that you observe parking regula ons on both campus loca ons, 

churches, loading zones, etc.   
 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, I 
was si ng at my desk in the 
newsroom of a small daily 
newspaper in DeKalb County. The 
Associated Press newswire was on 
my computer screen. A story 
popped up about a place crashing 
into the World Trade Center. Not 
too long a er that story came 
another story; a second plane 
crashed into the towers.  
 
Soon the newsroom TV was turned 
on and we saw first‐hand what was 
happening in lower Manha an. 
We can all remember the thousands 
of people rushing away from the 
area. As those folks were rushing 
away, police officers, firefighters, 
paramedics and other first 
responders were rushing TOWARD 
the scene. That’s what they do. They 
respond first to whatever incident 
needs them, and they do it with 
courage. Those who died that 
horrific day remain in our prayers. 
 
A er Communion at our Noon Mass 
this Sunday, we take a moment to 
say thank you to our local police 
officers and firefighters (ac ve and 
re red) for their service. We will 
offer them a small token of our 
apprecia on before we offer them a 
blessing. They need our support and 
encouragement, and we need them. 
Thank you! 
 
Big Picture, Li le Picture 
Any casual student of human history 
knows the human race is troubled. 

This world is not heaven. Bad things 
happen. We can trace this all the 
way back to the Garden of Eden 
incident and to the first recorded 
homicide when Cain murdered his 
brother Abel (Where were the 
parents?) 
 
We know we are created good; very 
good, but because of The Fall, we 
humans have an inclina on toward 
sin. Even if we’ve been bap zed, 
where the stain of Original Sin was 
washed away, we are s ll le  with 
concupiscence (fancy theological 
word for a rac on to sin). 
 
If we’re being honest with ourselves, 
we know this is true. We desire to 
be good, but we know there is a 
force that tugs on our heart and 
seeks to pull us away from good 
toward what is not good (and in 
extreme cases, coopera on with 
evil).  
 
The Good News is that Jesus brought 
with Him restora on. The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand in this world. 
Please note: We’re not in heaven, 
and yet, we have heaven‐sized 
expecta ons even as we live each 
day in this wounded world.  
 
Who among us hasn’t recently said 
or heard, “What is wrong with the 
world?” However, this ques on 
could have been asked by witnesses 
to the Lord’s Passion; an innocent 
man being mocked, spat upon, 
beaten, whipped and, finally, 
crucified. It would be on the cross of 
Calvary that God was beginning to 
set things right as the Lamb of God 
shed blood to take away the sins of 
the world.  
 
Evil can’t comprehend the crucifix. 
Love understands sacrifice because 
authen c love is self‐sacrificing. 

Love wants what is best for the 
other, and there is no greater sign of 
love in this world than God the Son 
in human flesh nailed for our sake to 
the wood of the cross  
(I love you THIS much). 
 
We draw from the merits of the 
cross every  me we par cipate in 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We 
literally go to Calvary and rest at the 
foot of the cross. This is our 
redemp on. And at every Holy 
Mass, the Lord feeds us His very own 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity in 
the Eucharist.  
He speaks now from every altar 
across the planet Earth,  
“This is My Body given up for you.” 
 
Lord, help us see how you are our 
Savior. We need not live in fear 
because Love is stronger than death.  
Jesus has conquered sin, evil and 
death. Help us to live in union with 
You.  
 
Guide us, Lord, as we make our 
pilgrim way Home to be with You 
forever.  
 
The heaven‐sized expecta ons we 
have in our hearts now will be 
sa sfied only by You when you bring 
all things to fulfillment, and we shall 
see You as You are. 
 
St. Symphorosa, pray for us. St. Rene 
Goupil, pray for us. 
 
Quote ‐‐ “Do not lose courage in 
considering your own 
imperfec ons.” 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 

FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In every group we join, we take on 
some role as a member of that 
group. Perhaps we are the leader, 
the planner, the financial expert, 
the feeder, or something else that 
helps to ensure the group runs 
smoothly, remains on task, and 
stays united.  
 
No one person is meant to fulfill all 
these roles, but each person is 
expected to give something to the 
group and not simply reap the 
benefits. 
 
The liturgy is no different. As we 
learned, any liturgy is a work 
directed toward God offered on 
behalf of the people. The main 
actor is Jesus Christ, as only he is 
able to offer the perfect sacrifice 
desired by God the Father.  
 
However, since we are members of 
the Body of Christ, each of us is 
called to par cipate in the liturgy 
and fulfill the role we have been 
given. 
 
The priest leads liturgical worship 
at each Mass and is the one who 
stands in the place of Christ to offer 
the bread and wine along with the 
sacrifices placed on the altar by all 
in the congrega on.  
 
There are also func onal roles that 

are required to make the Mass flow 
and be done in accord with the 
tradi on we have been passed.  
 
These include lectors, altar servers, 
ushers, cantors, and extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion. 
 
There is a danger in thinking that if 
we don’t have one of these 
func onal roles, then we aren’t 
actually par cipa ng in the liturgy.  
 
If we reduce par cipa on to just 
carrying out external liturgical 
du es, then we are impoverishing 
the liturgy and turning it into a 
show that is viewed by a bunch of 
spectators. 
 
Leading up to and at the Second 
Va cal Council, the council leaders 
stressed the concept of “full, 
ac ve, and conscious par cipa on” 
in liturgy. Here, ac ve is more than 
just doing things, but actualizing or 
realizing authen c par cipa on.  
 
This means we are not engaging in 
mindless ritual, but are instead 
fully aware of what we are doing.  
 
Again, the main way we par cipate 
at Mass is interior: we offer 
ourselves from our hearts, 
completely to the Father, just as 
Jesus did and con nues to do.  
 
The exterior things we do help us 
to complete that primary interior 
task and to do so as the unified 
Body of Christ offering ourselves to 
God. The standing, si ng, kneeling, 
responding, singing, and hearing is 
not just an exercise in how well we 
can follow direc ons.  
 
There isn’t an act we do during 
Mass that doesn’t have a purpose. 

The dialogue between the priest 
and the people is of upmost 
important because it gives voice to 
the interior disposi ons of us as 
the faithful collec vely worshipping 
God.  
 
The responses promote 
communion between the priest 
and the people, as well as 
reminding us of and teaching us 
who God is and how he acts.  
 
Each response is simple yet 
beau ful because they are full of 
fundamental truths about 
ourselves and our God. God 
reaches out to us through 
sacramental signs, and we respond. 
 
I encourage you to join in all the 
responses at each Mass with your 
brothers and sisters. Find yourself 
meaning each of the words you say 
and le ng yourself be formed by 
these words.  
 
If you find Mass boring or non‐
beneficial, ask yourself what you 
are pu ng into it with your interior 
disposi on of offering and your 
external responses that make the 
interior reali es known. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SEPTEMBER 9th ‐ SEPTEMBER 17th 

Presiders are subject to change without no ce. 

Thursday  September 14th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider:  Fr. Norm 

Irene Podlaser (Pozniak Family) 
Charlo e Zoziennicki (Daughter) 
For all members living and deceased of the John & Mary  
Kolimas Family (Mary Kolimas) 
Thomas Doyle (Barbara Rendak) 
 

Friday  September 15th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider:  Fr. Bob 
Vince Porcelli (Judy Porcelli) 
Jus ne Gasior (Granddaughter)  
Gerry Pannaralla (Teachers of St. Symphorosa) 
 

Saturday  September 16th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider:  Fr. Bob 
Rosemary Wi  (Marie Zilka) 
 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Bob 

Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish) 

05:30 PM | St. Symphorosa |Presider: Fr. Norm 

Ronald Cempel (Jim & Linda Eckhorn) 
Gerald Sears (Gregory Jackson & Family) 
Israel Garcia (Juan Garcia & Family) 
Esther Garcia (Juan Garcia & Family) 
 

Sunday  September 17th 

07:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Judy Porcelli) 
William Sheehy (Family) 

09:00 AM | St. Symphorosa | Presider: Fr. Bob 

Baby Wiatrak (Mom Clara) 
Rev. George Schramm (Mary Shilney) 
Thomas Herman (Pa  Grzenia) 
Gearld Sears (Arlene Scale a) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Rita Tomczak (Rich Janik) 
Edward Tomczak Family  
Joseph Wander (Mary Wassink) 
Jean & Carl Bell (John & Gloria Bodoki) 
Health & God’s for John & Judith Scehovic (Robert Kroll) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Andy Budz III (Barbara Rendak) 
Joan M. Kulovitz (Nancy Markham) 

Saturday  September 9th 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Chester Goluch (Family) 
Stella Kostynowicz (Florence Goluch) 
Robert Compton (wife) 
Minnie Tonissen (Linda Dobias) 

05:30 PM | St. Symphorosa |Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Earl Powell, Sr. (Nancy Markham) 
 

Sunday  September 10th  
07:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Sharon Voss (Jim Stewart) 

09:00 AM | St. Symphorosa | Presider: Fr. Bob 

All Deceased Members of Russ Family (Mary Shilney) 
Mel Keiffer (Janina) 
Good Health and God’s Blessing for Mary Shilney  (SVdP) 
Thomas Herman (Arlene Scale a) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Judy Porcelli) 
Jerome Woywerowski (Ted Wiecek) 
Alvina & Benton Drozd (Family) 
Alice Tomczak (Rich Janik) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa | Presider: Fr. Norm 

Pro Populo (for the People of the Parish) 
 

Monday September 11th  
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Bob 
Charles Shilney (Mary Shilney) 
Health and God’s blessings for Michael Leach (Sol s Family) 
 

Tuesday September 12th 

08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Kevin  
Joan & Ernie Agos no (Pat Sol s) 
For all members living and deceased of the John & Janina Karlowicz 

Families (Mary Kolimas) 

John Kolimas & Mary Kolimas (in laws), living and deceased 
family (Mary Kolimas) 

Wednesday September 13th  
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Souls in Purgatory  
Priest Voca ons 

 

2024 Mass Intention Book  
will open as of September 25th 2023 
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
BURNING BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT, ARE OFFERED 
FOR THE FOLLOWING INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF  

S E P T E M B E R   
VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 

BOB, JOHN, BOBBY SOLTIS & NICK ALDERFER 
For the repose of their souls, given by Pat Sol s. 
 

CHARLES DeLAURIEA 
For the repose of the soul, given by Lorraine DeLauriea.  
 

LEON & HELEN SOLTYS 
For the repose of their souls, given by Cheryl Soltys. 
 
 
In the ligh ng of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the ligh ng of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased. 

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe  
Almendarez 
Raeann Arends 
Mary Bieser 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Sara Bragiel 
Maxine Carey 
Judy Carranza 
Giovanni Carrigan 
Rita Cernick 
Michael Clifford 
Marilyn Crites 
Margaret Dalton 
Leon Detlaf 
Debbie Flint  
Maria Flores 
Ken Fonte 
Mia Forbes 
Nia Forbes 
Sue G. 
John Garcia 
Geri Gestaut 
Florence Goluch 
Karen Holmes 
Heather Hradek 
Shawn Hughes 
Denise M. Jandura 

Joan Juris 
Rick Ju on  
John Kappel, Jr.  
Ron Kelly  
Claudia Kwilosz 
Sharon Labiak 
Flavia Langan 
James Lapsansky 
Maryann Larson 
Natalie LeCompte 
Domenico Lepore 
Rose Ann Lindsay 
Rosemary Litwin 
Maria Lopez 
Diane Malarick 
Cathy Mazieka 
Lori McCarthy 
Maria Mon el 
Edward Moriarty 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Bob Pac 
Eleanor Pastorek 
Jesus Perez 
Juan B. Perez 
Maria P. Perez 
Maria Paz Perez 
Stanley Polit 
Le cia Reyes 

Graciela Rivas 
Ann Robertson 
Fr. John Rudnik 
Joseph Rudnik 
Jack Ruggiero 
Mary Shortall 
Karen Singer 
Pat Sol s 
Brian Styka Sr.  
Chris ne Styka 
Terry Styka 
Joanne Tishka 
Shirley Tloczek 
Adele Vacchiano 
Buddy Valela 
Magdalena Valerio 
Dan Volan  
Judith Webber 
Becky Williams  
JoAnn Wolniak 
Beverly  
Zummerling 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

PARISH OFFERTORY  9/03: $10,060.73 
 

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope # 60591 ‐$410.00 
 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is required to par cipate. 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call the 
parish office to add or remove a  name. 

If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. ‐ Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Carol A. Glab 

Bryan A. Remkus 
Dr. Bernard Slusinski 
James Marcinkowski 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  

DONATIONS 

$8,208.00 
July 1, 2023 to July 31, 2023 

Total number of transac ons:  

270 

WEDDING BANNS:  
September 30, 2023 ‐ Michelle Villanueva  

& Sergio Gonzalez (I)   
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Two Holy Martyrs 
Parish is HIRING 
Full or Part Time Year 

Round  
Maintenance Person 

 
We are currently accep ng resumes for Non 
Seasonal, Part or Full Time Maintenance 

Posi on. Interested candidates should send a 
resume and cover le er, highligh ng 

experience and interest to 
khilliard@archchicago.org 

9/10  Sunday  
 St. Vincent de Paul Mass | St. Symphorosa at 9AM 
 First Responders  Mass for Past or Present| St. Symphorosa 

at 12PM 
 Ad Gentes Missionary Congregation & Socity | ALL MASSES 
 BINGO  |  St. Rene Goupil | DOORS OPEN at  11:30AM  

‐  GAMES BEGIN at 1PM  
 
9/11 ‐ Monday  
 BSA Troop Mee ng 1439 | St. Symphorosa at 7PM 
 
9/12 ‐ Tuesday 
 McTeacher’s Night ‐ McDonald’s on Archer (6720 W Archer Ave) 

at 4‐7PM 
 Faith Forma on Class & Orienta on |                         

St. Symphorosa at 6PM 
 Transformation Meeting | St. Symphorosa at 7PM 
 
9/13 ‐ Wednesday 
 Super Senior Club Meeting (Narthex)| St. Rene Goupil at 

12PM 11:30AM doors open 
 Cub Scout Pack 4439 Meeting | St. Symphorosa  at 6:30PM 
 
9/14 ‐ Thursday  
 Girls Varsity Basketball Team | St. Symphorosa at 5PM 
 Cub Scout Pack 4439 Mtg | St. Symphorosa at 6:30PM 
 Weekly Gospel Reflections | St. Rene Goupil at  6:30PM 

9/15 ‐ Friday  
 School Mass | St. Symphorosa at 11AM 
 Girls Varsity Basketball Team | St. Symphorosa at 5PM 
 
9/16  ‐ Saturday     
 Faith Formation ‐ Gr.7/8 Confirmation Commit Service | St. 

Symphorosa at 11:30AM 
 
9/16  Saturday &  9/17  S unday  
 Fundraiser ‐ Cub Scout Selling Popcorn | ALL MASSES 
 Faith Formation Welcome Back Mass | St. Symphorosa at 9AM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PARISH MERCHANDISE   
 

 Parish Baseball Caps $15 ea. and in stock for pick
‐up in the Parish Office. 

 Parish T‐Shirts, Sweaters and Hoodies are 
available to be ordered. 

SUPER SENIOR CLUB NEWS 
 

The two (2) mee ngs for 
September will be Wednesday September 
13th and Wednesday September 27th. 
Doors open at 11:30am mee ng convenes 
at 12pm (noon) in the St. Rene Narthex. 

SEE YOU THERE!! 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tootsie Roll Bank Sale 
 

Saturday September 23rd and Sunday 
September 24th  before & a er ALL Masses 

Sponsored by your Knights of Columbus  
$3 each or 2 for $5! 

Proceeds benefits THM SPRED Program.  

It's Popcorn Time! 
 

Cub Scout Pack 4439  
 

Will be selling popcorn a er masses on 
Saturday and Sunday, September 16 and 17.  
We will have a variety of flavors for sale in 
person or via online order.  
Prices range from $10 to $50.  
We will also be accep ng dona ons to provide 
popcorn to members of our armed services, 
their families, and to veterans. Funds raised 
will go to support our scouts' 
advancement and ac vi es, including 
camp.  
 
We thank you for your support.  
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FAITH FORMATION 
Important!   

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
   
  
9/9:   Faith Forma on First Saturday  Class @ St. SYM’S Campus.  
  
9/12:  Faith Forma on First Tuesday  Class @ St. SYM’S Campus.    
  
9/16:  Confirma on Commitment  Service.  St. Sym’s Church 
 11:30am. 
  
9/17:  Cateche cal Sunday  9am Mass @ St. Sym’s.  Church.  
  
9/23:  Faith Forma on Classes     Saturday, St. SYM’S Campus.  
 
9/24:  Welcome Back Family Mass.  St. Rene Church, 10:30am. 
 
9/26:  Faith Forma on Classes Tuesday, St. SYM’S Campus.           

HURRY… 
FAITH FORMATION 

CLASSES HAVE BEGUN! 
  
We are s ll accep ng registra ons …. 
 
However, The Dead‐Line to Register is: 
 

Friday, September 29th 

 
Please call Peggy in the Faith Forma on Office with 
any ques ons (773) 767‐1523 ext. 226. 
  
Our Faith Forma on Program offers classes for 
students in grades 1 – 8.  Including Sacramental 
Classes…designed to get students “caught‐up” and 
prepared to receive the Sacraments. 
 
Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings, from 
6:00 – 7:30pm. And Classes will also be offered on 
Saturday mornings from 9:00am un l 10:30am. 
 
This year all our Faith Forma on Classes will be 
held at our St. Symphorosa Campus. 

PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION 
Our Faith Forma on Students preparing for 
Confirma on, along with their parents, are 
scheduled to par cipate in a Commitment 
Service, in prepara on for the sacrament of 
Confirma on.  During the upcoming year these 
students will seek service opportuni es to help 
them grow in discipleship as they serve those 
in need.  We invite you to please remember 
them in your prayers during this  me of 
prepara on.  

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY 
 

We commemorate Cateche cal Sunday on September 17th.  On 
this day we will recognize and celebrate all parishioners who 
are involved in any of our Cateche cal Ministries.  This year’s 
theme is:   

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened.” 
All Catechists and Teachers of the Faith will receive a special 
blessing for the year at this very special 9am Mass at St. 
Symphorosa Church. 
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