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What needs to happen is that we 
file away a vice by embracing its 
corresponding virtue. For example, 
if you struggle in the area of lust, 
you want to begin living a chaste 
life. If you struggle with pride, you 
want to move toward humility. If 
your thing is greed, move toward 
generosity.  
 

Very few of us can just stop a vice. 
We need to live into virtue.  
 

In all things, pray for grace. Pray 
that you find the courage and 
strength to distance yourself from 
vice and walk more in the way of 
virtue.  
 

Donor Recognition Plaque 
 

A few years ago, a good number of 
St. Rene parishioners generously 
contributed to putting a new roof 
on the church building. We are 
grateful for the many donations. 
 

Certain donors of a specified dollar 
amount were promised formal 
recognition – a plaque that will 
soon be mounted on one of the nar-
thex walls. 
 

The plaque is 99.9 percent com-
plete and is currently on display on 
a table in the narthex.  
 

Thank you for caring about your 
parish.  
 

Quote of the Week: 
 

 “Disorder in the society  
is a result of  

disorder in the family.”  
– St. Angela Merici. 

Amazing what kinds of things we 
remember from our youth. 
 

One of my best friends was Tim, 
and I was so jealous how close he 
lived to our grade school. He liter-
ally could leave home one minute 
before the bell and arrive on time. 
How cool! There was also some-
thing else about Tim’s family that 
stood out. One of his grandmothers 
lived in their house. 
 

Grandma Herron had a room right 
off the kitchen. This was foreign to 
me, but I’d learn this was rather 
common back in the day. We did-
n’t see her much. She spent most of 
her time in that room, but occasion-
ally she’d venture out. 
 

This was part of what being family 
was all about. They could have put 
her in an old folk’s home, but they 
didn’t. She lived in the same home 
as her son’s family until her death. 
 

This weekend we celebrate the 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. They give us an 
amazing model of family. We cer-
tainly need it in this day and age.  
 

Family is so important. Of course, 
no human family is perfect. Imag-
ine how Joseph must have felt liv-
ing under the same roof with the 
Incarnate Son of God, and a wom-
an who was immaculately con-
ceived. And yet Joseph knew his 
role and lived in accordance with 
God’s will. 
 

If we’re being honest, every family 
has some level of dysfunction. 
Some have it much tougher than 
others. At the end of the day,  

however, family is family. It’s im-
portant that the Holy Family be a part of 
EVERY family. A family that prays 
together stays together. 
 

Be honest. Is prayer part of your family 
life? As I look back into my own child-
hood, I am not sure we even prayed be-
fore Christmas and Easter meals. Why 
didn’t we? I don’t know. There are 
some families that regularly pray the 
Rosary together. 
 

Imagine a family in crisis. They certain-
ly want to be able to use prayer to cope. 
Sadly, prayer is often mocked in our 
society, as if it has no purpose. We often 
see the reaction from some folks after 
another tragic shooting. They say things 
like, “We need better laws not more 
prayers.” Um, well, yes, we might need 
better laws, but why mock prayer in the 
process? 
 

For those who do not have much family 
anymore, please know you always have 
your Christian family, and you always 
have the Holy Family to walk with you 
and guide you. God could have come 
among us in some other way, but God 
chose to enter time and space through 
the human family. That’s important to 
think about, especially when the model 
of family is under attack. 
 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 
 

New Year’s Resolutions 
 

If by some chance you are making a 
New Year’s resolution, here is some-
thing to keep in mind. You cannot 
change a bad habit unless you replace it 
with a good habit. 
 

Some folks just want a bad habit to go 
away. Unfortunately things don’t work 
that way.  
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We invite everyone to join us for our next  “Super 
Bingo/Raffle” on Sunday, January 19.  

 

Doors will open at 12:30pm and games will begin 
at 1:30pm. 

 

The cost is $20 per person. Tickets will be sold in 
the narthex and at the door. 

 

Please join us for a fun-filled afternoon! 

Catholic Vocabulary -  
What Does it Mean?   

 

Mixing of Water and Wine 
 

Ancient liturgical practice still used at the Preparation of the 
Gifts at Mass. Water was customarily used in the Palestine of 
Christ’s day to dilute wine, which tended to be heavy. When 
used in the Liturgy this utilitarian action came to be given a  

symbolic religious interpretation. In the West, the mixing repre-
sented our Lord’s union with His faithful—as wine receives  

water, so Christ takes us and our sins to Himself. In the East, 
the wine and water represented Christ’s human and Divine na-
tures. The accompanying prayer reminds us that through the 
Eucharist we are to share in the Divine dignity of Christ, who 

became incarnate for us. 

The Holy Family Prayer 
 

JESUS, Son of God and Son of 
Mary, bless our family. Graciously 
inspire in us the unity, peace, and 
mutual love that you found in your 
own family in the little town of Naz-
areth. 
 
MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our 

Mother, nourish our family with your faith and your 
love. Keep us close to your Son, Jesus, in all our sor-
rows and joys. 
 
JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse 
of Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in 
all times of discouragement or anxiety. 
 
HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family 
one with you. Help us to be instruments of peace. 
Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove 
mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through 
which our families sometimes pass. May we always 
have God at the center of our hearts and homes until 
we are all one family, happy and at peace in our true 
home with you. AMEN. 

St. Rene New Years Schedule 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
Vigil Mass, 4PM on December 31, 2019 

 

Mass During the Day, 9PM on January 1, 2020 
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded 
you; and behold, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 

 

Sometimes you just need to step aside and allow a wise person to speak. That’s the case in this week’s Our 

Catholic Faith. St. Padre Pio was a wise and holy man, and so what follows are his words for our consumption 

and contemplation. 

1. Today’s society does not pray, that is why it is falling apart. 

2. Prayer is the best weapon we possess, the key that opens the heart of God. 

3. Pray, hope and don’t worry. Worry is useless. Our merciful Lord will listen to your prayer. 

4. Endeavor to unite the simplicity of children with the prudence of adults.  

5. Do not be so given to the activity of Martha as to forget the silence of Mary. May the virgin who so well 

reconciled the one with the other be your sweet model of inspiration. 

6. It would be easier for the world to exist without the sun than without the Holy Mass. 

7. A thousand years of enjoying human glory is not worth even an hour spent sweetly communing with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

8. In the spiritual life he who does not advance goes backward. It happens as with a boat which always 

must go ahead. If it stands still the wind will blow it back. 

9. You must speak to Jesus with all your heart, besides the lips; indeed, in certain cases you must speak to 

him only with your heart. 

10. God loves man with an infinite love and when he pushes he does so with reverence, almost fearing to 

hurt. 

11. Do not worry over things that generate preoccupation, derangement and anxiety. One thing only is 

necessary: to lift up your spirit and love God. 

12. Thank and sweetly kiss the hand of God that strikes you, because it is always the hand of a Father who 

strikes you because he loves you. 

13. Where there is no obedience, there is no virtue; there is neither goodness nor love. And where there is no 

love, there is no God. Without God, we cannot reach Heaven. These virtues form a ladder; if a step is 

missing, we fall down. 

14. The field of battle between God and Satan is the human soul. It is in the soul that the battle rages every 

moment of life. The soul must give free access to the Lord so that it be fortified by him in every respect 

and will all kinds of weapons; that his light may enlighten it to combat the darkness of error; that it be 

clothed with Jesus Christ, with his justice, truth, the shield of faith, the word of God, in order to conquer 

such powerful enemies. To be clothed with Jesus Christ, it is necessary to die to oneself. 

15. Do not fear. Jesus is more powerful than all hell. At the invocation of his name every knee in heaven, on 

earth and in hell must bend before Jesus; this is a consolation for the good and terror for evil. 

16. To doubt is the greatest insult to Divinity. 

17. He who attaches himself to the earth remains attached to it. It is by violence that we must leave it. It is 

better to detach oneself a little at a time, rather than all at once. Let us always think of heaven. 

18. Time spent in honor of God and for the salvation of souls is never badly spent. 

19. Do you not see the Madonna always beside the tabernacle? 

20. You must have boundless faith in divine goodness, for the victory is absolutely certain. 
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St. Rene Faith Formation  

Program - Emergency  

Closing Information 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDER…..in the event 

of a heavy snowfall, or inclement weather 

you can access Emergency Closing infor-

mation for our program by going to the 

St. Rene Website…..Strenegoupil.org    

(in the event of an emergency closing, 

this announcement would be the First 

Message to appear on the Web-Site at 

the top of your screen.)  

Faith Formation Office                            
 (773) 229-8523 

 

            Coordinator:                                       

  Peg Siebenaler 
            

Email:  strenefaithformation@gmail.com 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 

     12/29:   Family Mass 9:30am. 
 

     1/1:      HAPPY NEW YEAR!  
 

     1/5:     Family Mass 9:30am. 

             Special Belonging Mass  

  for all our First Communion  

  Students in Level Two. 
 

     1/8:   Classes for All Levels. 
 

     1/12: Family Mass 9:30am. 
 

     1/15: Classes for Level 8 and Level 2 ONLY. 

  Level Two Students receive the  

  Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

     1/19: Family Mass 9:30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Belonging Service 
 

On January 5th at the 9:30 a.m. mass, our Faith Formation Students in Level 

Two will be received as candidates for First Eucharist.  The candidates are 

invited to join in the Entrance Procession in which they will carry a loaf of 

sandwich bread.  The bread symbolizes Jesus, The Bread of Life.  All the 

bread will be donating to our local food pantry.  These First Eucharist candi-

dates will receive their First Communion badge at this very special mass. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
The Level 2 Students in our Faith For-

mation Program, will celebrate the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation for the first time 

on Wednesday, January 15th.  Please remember these 

young students in your prayers as they journey closer 

to Jesus in the sacrament of Reconciliation.   

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to everyone who joined us for our 

celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  We appreciate everyone who helped prepare for this celebration 

and to those who donated food / refreshments for this special event.  A big shout-out to Manolo’s Tama-

les for their delicious contributions.  Also, hats off to the Velazco Family, from St. Agnes of Bohemia for 

providing the beautiful music for this liturgy.  Finally, many thanks to Deacon Jesse Blanco from St. 

Frances of Rome for celebrating mass with us here at St. Rene. 

A special thank you to our Faith Formation Stu-
dents who dressed up. Julian Hernandez was Juan 
Diego and Sophia Hernandez was Our Lady. 

Deacon  
Jesse Blanco 



Page 6                                                                                                                                                    December 29, 2019 

             Saturday, December 28, 2019 
4:00pm—Casimir C. Wilczynski (Family 
4:00pm—Louis Rapacz (Family) 
 

             Sunday, December 29, 2019 
7:30am—Zeneida Narea (Vince Narea) 
7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Jean Richards) 
 

9:30am—Dawn Bodoki Denis (Mom & Dad) 
9:30am—Ed Surges (Barb Grzenia) 
9:30am—Lauren Vitrano (Connie, Dawn & Amanda) 
 

11:30am—Raymond Sutkowski (Tammy & Jeff Sheffler)   
 

  Monday, December 30, 2019 

8:00am—Debra Sutkowski (Sutkowski Family) 
 

Tuesday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve 
8:00am—Joseph Shaughnessy (Family) 
8:00am—Phillip O’Brien (Family) 
 

4:00pm—Kathleen (Kitty) Mroz (Boudos Family) 
4:00pm—Sam Principe (Family) 
 

Wednesday, January 1 - New Year’s Day 
9:00am—The Beloved Deceased of St. Rene 
 

             Thursday, January 2, 2020 
8:00am—Phillip O’Brien (Family) 
 

             Friday, January 3, 2020 
8:00am—Patricia Synowiecki (Family) 
 

             Saturday, January 4, 2020 
8:00am—Rose Marie Zderad (Family) 
 

4:00pm—Mary Amarino (Family) 
 

             Sunday, January 5, 2020 
 

7:30am—Daniel Rajewski (Charlene Bruss) 
 

9:30am—Ron Mroz (Cello Family) 
9:30am—Margaret (Peggy) Wood (Wood Family) 
9:30am—Ramon Perez (Wife—Socorro Perez) 
 

11:30am—Raymond Ulrich (Family) 
 

Martin Adelsbach 
Judy Adelsbach 

Larry Adkins 
Guadalupe Almendarez 

Anthony Barone 
Carl Bell 

Joanne Bukowiecki 
Gina Camp 

Dominic Ciampaglia 
Margaret Ciampaglia 

Mitchell Gallas 
Geri Gestaut 

Robert Hilbruner 
Rose Ann Lindsay 
Marge Masunas 
Lori McCarthy 

Kenneth Milewski 
William Nita 

Rochelle Piegari 
Joseph Rice 

Edward Robertson 
Judith Siwek 

Jeanne Schmitz 
Michael Tallon 
Sandra Tallon 
Scott Tloczek 

Shirley Tloczek 
Stanley Tloczek 
Joan Wilhelmy 
Richard Zaleski 

Altar & Rosary Society  
 

Cleaning Schedule—January 3/4 
 

Irene Korosa & Toni Ptak 

St. Rene Devotional Candle 
 

TAT—Maxine Carey 
Glen Miller—Special Intentions for Healing 

Private Intentions 
Special Intention for the Soul of Edward Gerlick 

Private Special Intention 
Private Special Intention 

December 14/15, 2019 Offering 
 

   

  Total envelopes        
  Total loose cash               
  Total Sunday Giving  
 

  Religious Education Fund 
  Immaculate Conception                       

  

 

$3,823.00 
$   693.40 
$4,516.40 
 

$   775.00 
$   804.00 

The offerings for the weekend of Dec. 21/22 

are not available at this time. They will be  

published in a future bulletin. 
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Mass 4:00PM 
January 4, 2020 

Diane Biondo 
Pat Gunnell 

Dan Bartusiak 
Frank Zalewski 
Linda Dobias 

 
Jeannine Lascola 

7:30AM 
January 5, 2020 

Alice Schaer 
Arlene Capparelli 

Pat O’Brien-Kenney 
Jack Kenney 

 
Amy Shanahan 

Jack Orsi 
Joan Orsi 
Kay Marks 

Teena Smith 
Debbie Rudar 

 
Barb Grzenia 

9:30AM 
January 5, 2020 

11:30AM 
January 5, 2020 

Ben Shafer 
Kathy Przekwas 
Joanne Tishka 
Charlie Murphy 

Mark Dill 

 
John Strompolis 

Baptism 
 

First Sunday of the month or during 
weekend Mass. Parent preparation 
class required. Contact the Parish Of-
fice at (773) 229-8523 to register. 
 

Marriage 
 

Saturday afternoons at 12:30pm or 
2:00pm. Please call Fr. Bob at least 6 
months in advance to make arrange-
ments. 
 

Reconciliation/Confession 
 

Saturdays from 3:15—3:45pm or in the Parish Office by appointment.  
 

Anointing of the Sick 
 

Please call the Parish Office at (773) 229-8523 for a family member who is  
seriously ill. 
 

Communion for the Sick and Homebound 
 

Ministers of Care are available to bring Communion to the homebound. Please 
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 
 

Due to privacy regulations, hospitals can no longer contact the parish without 
family consent. Please contact the Parish Office when you or a loved one would 
like a visit or to be added to the prayer list. 
 

Faith Formation Classes 
 

Classes for Grades 1-8 are offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30pm.  
 

They will meet during the school year. Please call Peg Siebenaler in the Parish 
Office with any questions. 
 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

This program is designed for adults who are not baptized, those who were bap-
tized into a Christian tradition other than Roman Catholic and those Catholics 
who have not yet celebrated the Sacraments of First Eucharist or Confirmation. 
Classes begin in September with the Sacraments being received at the Easter 
Vigil. Please contact Fr. Bob for more information.  
 
 

New Parishioners are always welcome at St. Rene.  
Our doors and hearts are open to you. 

Please stop in the office to join our Parish family.  

Parish Staff 
 

 

Rev. Bob Regan  
         Pastor 
 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
         Pastor Emeritus                                              
 

Karen Hoogland  
        Businesss Manager 
 

Peg Siebenaler 
        Faith Formation 
 

Irene Perconti 
        Administrative Assistant 
 

Steve Kittler 
        Director of Music 
 

Joanne Tishka 
         Bulletin Coordinator 
 

Stanley Silacz 
         Maintenance Supervisor 

Daily Masses 
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday at 4:00pm 

(Confessions from 3:15 - 3:45pm) 
 

Sunday 
7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Parish Office 
6949 West 63rd Place 
Phone (773) 229-8523 

Email 
office@strenegoupil.org 

Website 
www.strenegoupil.org 



Burial & Cremation Service & Resource Center
7300 W. Archer Ave., Summit
12401 S. Archer Rd., Lemont

(708) 458-0208
Sharon & Andy Jeninga

Rich Madej

“Our 39th Year” Since 1975
MARY ANN DYBALA

Your First Choice Realtor
Call For FREE  Market Analysis

6165 S. Archer Ave. 582-9300REALTY

ACE
PLUMBING
& SEWER

Emergency Service
Licensed • Bond • Insured

Lic. #SL39           Free Estimate
Senior Citizen Discount

Member Better Business Bureau
5801 S. McVicker     
(773) 581-8310

Serving Your 
Community Since 1975

Thank You For 
Your Patronage!

THREE
SONS

PANCAKE
HOUSE

FAMILY RESTAURANT
6200 S. ARCHER 

773.585.2767

Open 7 Days6am to 3pm

MICHAEL A. SUTKOWSKI
ATTORNEY AT LAW, St. Rene Alum

• Wills • Power of Attorney
• Traffic Violations • Personal Injury

• Civil Suits • Real Estate
Parishioner Discount     Will Come To Your Home

847.910.8004

819950 St Rene Goupil Church

Brian Schultz

6625 W. Archer Ave.
773-788-2629

Call Me For Free Current Market
Analysis or a free list of homes!

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! • LeafGuard® 
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE  in-home estimate!

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $25 gift card. Retail value $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one
per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is

valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both
cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have

a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The
following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies

or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift

may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of
equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via
first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in

conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or
promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. 

Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will be
eligible for 50% off labor. Does not

include cost of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

X

Thomas P Murphy, Agent
6247 W 63rd Street
Chicago, IL 60638-5009
Bus 773 586 1500   Fax 773 435 6539

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

GEORGE’S
PLUMBING & SEWER

Flood Control Specialists
All Types of Plumbing Repairs

• Bathroom Installations • Sump Pumps
• Toilets, Tubs, Sinks, Faucets
• Sewers Inspected by camera
• Foundation Leaks Repaired
• Battery Backup Systems
Quality Work - Reasonable Prices

(773) 585-1893 43 yrs. exp.
Lic #058196966

LOOMIS FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION
6350 West 63rd Street, Chicago, IL 60638

(773) 586-6900
M e m b e r

RIDGE FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES
EDWARD A. TYLKA
DIRECTOR/MANAGER
25 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO YOUR COMMUNITY

6620 W. ARCHER AVE. 773.586.7900

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
TO PARISHIONERS

FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

Mowimy Po Polsku

10% OFF w/this ad

Best Homemade
Soup in Chicago

Open 7 Days
at 7 AM

• BREAKFAST
• LUNCH • DINNER

773.229.9208
6435 W. ARCHER

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

COMPLETE CREMATION WITH ONE DAY VISITATION

$539900 Call For Details
Direct Cremation $149500

www.ClearingFuneralHomes.com

5800 W. 63RD St. 773.284.5755

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

773.380.1900
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 102246

PLUMBING 
& SEWER

Family Owned & Operated 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

773.899.4401

Senior Discount

JTP
Lic# SL 9378

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners
• Boilers • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship

of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work

Lic# 055-026066
$$ Parishioner Discount $$

773-471-1444


